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EXHORTATION 
To ſuch as Hold 


Conſtant COMMUNION 
WITH THE 


Eflabliſh'd Church. 


UR Saviour, 1 he was upon 
Earth, declard, Mart. xvi. 18. 
that be would build himſelf a 
Cburch, and that upon ſuch a rock, 

that the Gates of Hel ſhould not prevail againſt 

| it. In order whereunto, he firſt choſe 9 

I | Perſons, called his Apoſtles, to whom he re- 
ü vealed the deſign he came into the World 

about, and the great Myſteries of the Go- 

ſpel; and then ſent them out to acquaint 

I] others with what he had taught them, and 

Ito work Miracles for the confirmation of it, 

and to admit all ſuch, as wou'd receive it, 

into their Society, by Baptizing of them. By 

1 which 
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which means he ſoon had a conſiderable num- 
ber of Diſciples, out of which he ſelected 
Seventy others, to whom he gave Power alſo 
to preach the Goſpel and to work Miracles, 
Euke x. 1. And having thus laid the Foun- 
dation, he ſoon after purchaſed to himſelf an 
Univerſal Church with his own moſt precious 
Blood: And riſing again the third Day, he 
preſently took care to ſettle the perpetuat 
Government of it, by granting to his Apo- 
ſtles the like Power and Commiſion which 


he had received from his Father for that pur- 


pole: And then he gave them Orders to go 
and preach the Goſpel to all Nations, and make 


them his Difciples by baptizing them in the 


Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


Holy Ghoft, and to teach them all things that 
he had commanded them; affuring them 


withall, that he himſelf, by his Holy Spirit, 


wou d be with them and their Succeſſors to the 
end of the World, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. 


Our Lord having thus done all things 


which were neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment 
of his Charch upon 
into Heaven, there alfo to take the ſupreme 
care of it; and ten Days after, upon the Day 
of Pentecoſt, he, according to his promiſe, 
ſent down the Holy Ghoſt in a miraculous 
manner upon his Apoſtles, to aſſiſt them in 
ſpeaking the Languages of all Nations, in 


order 


Earth, he aſcended up 


Communion with the Church: 3 
order to their Converſion, and to ſet home 
what they preached upon the hearts of thoſe 
who heard it; which wrought ſo effectual- 
ly with them, that by one ſhort Sermon 
preach'd the ſame Day by St. Peter, about 
tbree thouſand Souls received the Word gladly, 
and were baptized, Acts ii. 41. And from 
that day forward, many others did ſo, who 
are ſaid to be added to the Church, that is, 
to the Society or Congregation of the faiths 
ful People before deſcribed, conſiſting of the 
Apoſtles, as the Governours of it, and of 
ſuch as were joined to them, and held Com- 
munion with them in the Word and Sacra- 
ments, which our Lord had inſtituted. And 
when the ſaid Society was diſpersd, as it 
ſoon was, over the whole World, it was ſtill 
the ſame, and retain d the ſame Name, being 
ſtill call'd the Church; And not only the 
whole, but whereſoever any part of it was 
ſettled in any City, and the Territories be- 
longing to it, that alſo was call'd the Church 
of that City; as the Church of Hieruſalem, 
the Church of Corinth, &c. And whereſoever 
there were ſeveral ſuch Cities and Churches 
in them, belonging to any Province or 
Country, they are called the Churches of 
that Country, as the Chifrches of Aa, Ma- 
cedonia, & c. But as every private Chriſtian 
is a Membgr of —_ Church, ſo 
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is every particular Church a Member of tlie 
Catholick or Univerſal; which is always meant, 
when we read in Scripture of the Church 
in general, without the addition of Place 
or Country; As where it is ſaid, That Chriſt 
alſo loved the Church Eph. v. 25. and Chriſt 


the Head of the Church ver. 23. And the 


Lord added to the Church daily ſuch as ſhou'd 
be ſaved, or ſuch as * are ſaved, viz. ſuch as 


being prick'd in their hearts, and convinc'd 
of their former Errors in Opinion and pra- 


ctice, do heartily repent them, and gladly 
receive the Word, and embrace the terms 
propounded in the Goſpel, for pardon of 
their Sins, and for the " fftance of God's 
Grace and Spirit, that they may ſo ſerve 
him here, as to enjoy him for ever 2 
Such as theſe, which ſhall certainly be ſaved 

the Lord daily added to the Church; Added, 
that is, by Baptiſm they were admitted i into 
His Church, as tis plain the three thouſand 
Converts were Atts ii. 41. where this Phraſe 
of adding to the Church occurs; and it fol- 
lows in the next verſe, that they continued 
Stedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Pellow- 
ſhip and in breaking of Bread and in Pray- 
ers, i.e. they conſtantly profeſs d to believe 
the Doctrine deliver d by the . ey 


* owl erg: 
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held conſtant Communion or Fellowſhip with 


them, as became Members of that Society, 


whereof the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors 
were deputed Governors by Chriſt himſelf; 
they frequented the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, and the publick Prayers of the 
Church: By which means they were ſo 
added to the Church, as to continue in it, 
and negle& no duty which was enjoynd 
or perform'd by it. And thus queſtionleſs 
it was, that the Lord mee alſo added 
to the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 
A thing much to be obſerv'd; eſpecially 
when the Church of Chriſt is fo lighted 
and undervalued, as it is in our days: For 
it is plain from the Words juſt mention'd, 
that our Lord did. not only thus add to his 


Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved 5 but he 


hath left it upon Record, that all Genera- 
tions might know that he did ſo, and by 
conſequence, - that all, who ſhall be ſaved, 
mult be added to the Church as they were. 
This is the way and method that he has 
ſettled in the World for the ſaving of Souls, 


or for the apply ing that Salvation to them, 


which he hath purchaſed for them; nor have 
we any ground to expect that he ſhou d ever 
recede from it: upon which conſiderations, 
we are not to wonder, that the Fathers ſo 
frequently aſſert, there is no Salvation to 


f 
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be hed out of Chriſt's Holy Catholick 
Church; but that whoſoever wou'd be a 
Member of the Church Triumphant in Hea- 


ven, mult firſt be a Member of the Church 


here Militant on Earth. 
Thus much then being premis'd in general 


concerning Chriſt's Church and admiſſion 
into it, it may be very uſeful to confider thoſe | 


means of Salvation which Chriſt has appoint- 
ed in his Church; which are uſed there, and 
no where elle, as they ought to be; thoſe 
means, which Chriſt's Hoh Catholick Church 
has preſcribed out of his Word; and the 
excellent courſe ſhe takes to train up her 
Children for Heaven, and fit them to con- 
verſe with the Holy Angels, and with Chriſt 
himſelf in the other World: For he that du- 
ly conſiders this, will ſoon acknowled 
that the like is no where elſe to be found, 
but only in the Church. 

But how ſhall we know what the Catho- 
lick Church has always done in this Caſe ? 


- Muſt we read over the Councils, conſult 


the Fathers, and ſearch the Records of the 
Church in all Ages? No; We need not 


give our ſelves that trouble: For whatſoever 
means of Grace and Salvation have been 


uſed by the Catholick Church in all Apes; 
the ſame, and none elſe are to this day uſed 


by our own: Inſomuch, that if we do but 


caſt 
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caſt our Eye upon the Church we live in 
we may in that, as in a Mirrour, behold 
the conſtant practice of the Univerſal Church, 
in all things neceſſary to Men's Salvation. 

Let me then ſo far ſurvey the Conſtitu- 
tion of our Church, and conſider the ex- 
cellent method obſerv'd in it for the brings 
ing of Souls to Heaven. In order wheres 
unto, I muſt firſt premiſe one thing in ge- 
neral, which is, that the Biſhops and Pa- 
ſtors of our Church having, by ſucceſſive 
Impoſition of hands, continued all along 
from the Apoſtles, received the ſame 8 Arik, 
which was breathed into them ; and fo re- 
gularly ſucceeding the Apoſtles, and ſup- 
plying now their places in this part of the 
World, hence they cannot but have the 
fame Power and Authority which the Apo- 
ſtles had, to confer, by the laying on of 
their hands, as they did, both the ſpirit 
which they themſelves received, and fo their 
whole Office, upon other Biſhops; and like» 
wiſe ſo much of it as is neceffary for the 
right adminſtration of the Word and Sa- 
craments to other inferior Officers in the 
Church, which we call Prieſts and Deacons ; 
of which there are ſo many Ordain d every 
Year by the impoſition of their hands, that 
our whole Church is ſufficiently ſupplied 
with them: So that there is no Pariſh, or 
ATOM B 4 partie 
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particular Congregation of Chriſtians in the 


whole Kingdom, but hath or may have a 


Prieſt thus Ordained, and ſo rightly quali- 
fied for the effectual Adminiſtration of the 
Word and Sacraments, and other means 
of Grace and Salvation among them. The 
Spirit, which they have received, being al- 


ways ready at the Execution of their ſeve- 


ral Offices, to Bleſs and Sanctify what is 
done by them, to the Sanctification and 
Salvation of thoſe who attend upon it, and 
prepare themſelves for it, as they ought. 
But, ſeeing the means of Grace, thus ad- 
miniſtred by them, become effectual to the 
purpoſes for which they are uſed, only by 
this, viz. the Co-operation of Chriſt's Spi- 
rit with them; hence all that deſire or ex- 
pect any real benefit from them, muſt look 
bigher than the means themſelves, truſting 
upon God for his Bleſſing upon them, and 
for the aſſiſtance of his Spirit in them, ac- 
cording to the promiſes which he hath made 
to that purpoſe; without which we have 


no ground to expect they ſhou'd be per- 


formed to us. 

Thus much being premiſed concerning 
the means of Grace in general, we ſhall now 
conſider them particularly, in the ſame me- 
thod wherein the Catholict, or, which is 


all one, our Church appoints them to be uſed. 


By 
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By which we ſhall clearly fee, what an ex- 
cellent courſe ſhe takes to bring up her 
Children in the true Faith and Fear of God, 


and fo to make them Heirs to the Crown of 


Glory. For which purpoſe it is neceſſary 
that we begin at the firſt admiſſion of them 
into her Communion by Baptiſm ; concern- 
ing which we may obſerve, that the Errors 
and Iniquities of the times and place we live 
in are ſuch, that there are many Heathens 
amongſt us, Perſons of riper Years and yet 
not Baptiz'd : For whoſe ſakes therefore, our 
Church, to ſhew her readineſs to receive 
them upon their Repentance and Converſion, 
hath appointed an Office for Baptizing of 
them: For which there was no occaſion 
in this Nation for many Ages until now. 
But altho' there be many ſuch Perſons now 
among us abſolutely conſider d, yet they are 
but very few in compariſon of thoſe who 
are Baptiz'd in their Infancy. And there- 
fore I ſhall begin with thoſe, and concern 
my ſelf no farther at preſent with the other. 
A Child therefore being born of Chriſtian 
Parents, and by them offered to the Church 
to be received into her Society, the Church, 
in obedience to Chriſt's Command, accord- 
ing to the practice of the Univerſal Church, 
expreſſes her willingneſs to receive it. But 
withal, conſidering the frailty and mortali- 
B ty 
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ty of the Parents ſhe requires ſome other 
Perſons, call'd Gedfathers and Godmothers, to 
be ſpecially preſent at it, as Witneſſes, Proxies 
and Sureties: As Witneſſes, to atteſt upon 
occaſion that this Child was Baptized: As 
Proxies for the Child, by whom he may 
promiſe (or they in his Name) that he 
will perform the Conditions of the Cove- 
nant which he is now admitted into: And 
laſtly as Sureties to the Church, that tais 
Child ſhall be brought up in the Chriſtian 
Religion, So great care does our Church 
take, that all who are admitted into her 
Society may believe and live as becometh 


Chriſtians. By theſe therefore, the Child 


being brought to the Church, it is there 
preſented to the Lord (as Chriſt was in 
the Temple) whoſe Miniſter finding it there, 
and underſtanding that it hath not yet been 
Baptized, puts the People in mind of the 
neceſſity of Baptiſm, and exhorts them to 
Pray, that this Child may have it Admini- 
ſtred effectually to him; upon which the 
whole Congregation there preſent joyn with 
him in ſupplicating the moſt high God, 
that he wou'd waſh and ſanctiſy this Child, 
ſo that it may be faved; Then the Mini- 
ſter reads ro them part of the Goſpel con- 
cerning the Children that were brought to 
Chriſt ; draws ſome plain and proper In» 
; ferences 
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ferences from it, and gives God thanks for 
the ſame. After that he addreſſes himfelf 
to the Sureties, and acquaints them, that as 
Chriſt hath promiſed ro hear their Prayers 


for this Child, which they haye now brought 


to him, fo the Child muſt for his part 
promiſe, by them his Sureties, that he will 
renounce the Devil and all hu Works, conſtant- 


ly believe God's Holy Word, and'obediently © 


keep his Commandments. Which being ae- 
cordingly done, by Queſtions -propounded 
by the Miniſter, in the Name of the Church, 
and anſwer'd by the Sureties in the Name 
of the Child, the Miniſter. Prays that the 


Child may have Grace to perform what he 


hath now promiſed. And then having ask d 


by what Name they wou'd have the Child 


calfd, he poureth Water upon it, and cal- 
ling it by that Name, he faith, 7 Baptize 
thee in the Name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghoſt : which being the very 
Words wherewith our Lord commanded 
this Sacrament ſhould be Adminiſtred, the 
Child is now fully and perfectly Baptized. 
And to teſtifie her acknowledgment that it 
is ſo, the Church immediately receives it 
into her Communion, and ſolemnly declares 
it to be now a Chriſtian, not only by 
Words, but alſo by making a Croſs upon the 
Child's Forchead ; rhe common ſign where- 


by 


* 


| 
| 
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by Chriſtians were always diſtinguiſhed from 
Jews, and Heathens; the Mioiſter ſaying, 
in the Name of the Church, We receive this 
Child into the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock, 
and fign it with the > of the Croſs, &c. Af 
ter which the Miniſter ſtirs up the People 
there preſent, to give God thanks for this 
Favour, and to Pray unto him, that his 
Child may lead the reſt of his life according 
to this beginning, Which done he puts the 
Sureties in mind of their duty, now incum- 
bent upon them, to ſee that the Child be 
raught, ſa ſoon as he ſhall be able to learn, 

what a ſolemn Yow,' promiſe and profeſſion he 
bas. made by them, and all other things which 
a'C briſtian — to know and believe te, his 
Soul's health; and then to bring it #-ghe 
Biſhop to be Confirmed by him. - 

This is in ſhort the Subſtance of that ex- 
cellent Office, which our Church has ap- 
pointed for the Publick Baptiſm of 4 
But in Caſe of extreme neceſſity, leſt the 


Child ſhould die without it, ſhe admits of 


Private Baptiſm, and abſolutely requires 
no more in the Adminiſtration of it, than 
what is eſſential to it, even that the Child 
be Baptized with Water in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghaſt.. 
But if it lives, ſhe requires, that it . af: 


terwards brought to the Church, and that 
- what: 


\ 
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whatſoever was before omitted of the Pub- 
lick Office, be. there performed to it. 
And here, before 1 proceed to the next 
ſtep our Church takes for training up its 
Members, I wou'd earneſtly apply my ſelf 
to all, in relation to the Publick Baptiſm 
I have given this ſummary Account of; 
that they wou'd ſeriouſly conſider what the 
Authority is that enjoins it ; that what. is 
_ enjoined is agreeable with the earlieſt Antiqui- 
ty, as well as ſupported with the ſtrongeſt 
reaſons ; and conſequently how great a Miſ- 
chief as well as Abſurdity attends our dif- 
obedience in this particular: Such as Mif- 
carriage then we have juſt reaſon to lament, 
and therefore let me earneſtly beſeech - all 
ſuch as live in the Communion of our 
Church to approve themſelves, as obedient 
Members in this matter. Publick Baptiſm 
is now very much grown out of Faſhion ; 
moſt People look upon it, as a very need- 
leſs and troubleſome Ceremony, to carry 
their Children to the Publick Congregation, 
there to be ſolemnly admitted by Baptiſm 
into the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Church : They 
think it may be as well done in a private 
Chamber, as ſoon as the Child is born, 
with little Company and with little Noiſe. 
Now as prevailing as this Cuſtom is, it is 
of a very late date, even in this n 
E r 
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It ſeems to owe its Original to the diſputes 
about Ceremotties: For when ſome Men 
ſcrupled Godfathers and Godmothers; and 
the uſe of the ſign of the Croſs, to avoid 
this, they Baptizd their Children privately 
at home without either; when they cou'd 
meet with ſuch a Conſcientious Conformiſt as 
cou'd diſpenſe with his Rule. And when the 
Church of England was pulled down, and 
the uſe of the Liturgy and Ceremonies forbid; 
thoſe who ſtill retain'd their Reverence and 
Obedience to the Conſtitutions of the Church, 
and wou'd not partake in a prevailing Schiſm, 
were forced to retire into private too, and 
to Baptize their Children at home; and it 
is a hard thing to break a Cuſtom, upon 
what occaſion ſoever it was at firſt begun: 
But methinks this very Conſideration, vix. 
the Time when this Cuſtom of Chriſtning at 
Home firſt got footing amongſt us, [ there 
being no ſuch practice heard of in the Church 
of England, till thoſe Times of horrible di- 
ſtractions juſt mention'd ] ſthou'd be no ſmall 
Argument for our laying it aſide: And yet 


with ſorrow we may obſerve, that which 


neceſſity thus occaſion d is ſtill continued by 
ſome, as a piece of State, by others to fave 
charge and trouble, which might be much 
better ſaved by publick Baptiſm; by o- 


thers, out of ſoftneſs and tenderneſs; a m_ 
an 
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and indulgent Mother dares not expoſe a 
young Infant to the cold air, unleſs it be to 
fend it to Nurſe. I never coud hear any 
thing pleaded for this Practice, that deſerv'd 
an Anſwer ; that which makes this Cuſtom 
prevail, is, that Men do not conſider the 
Power that Chriſt has inveſted his Church 
with, to decree Rites and Ceremonies not 
repugnant to the Word of God, the great 
reaſonableneſs likewiſe of this Decree about 
publick Baptiſm, that decency and fitneſs 
and thoſe many advantages ariſing from it; 
and which 1 ſhall accordingly thus briefly 
repreſent. | | 

By publick Baptiſm, I mean that which 
is Adminiſtred in the publick Congregation, 
and in the publick Place of Worſhip: And 
the fitneſs and advanrage of this will appear, 
if we conſider ſome few things. 

1. That Baptiſm is our ſolemn admiſſion 
into the Chriſtian Church, and therefore 
ought to be Adminiſtred in the publick Con- 
gregation. Baptiſm makes us Members of 
the Body of Chriſt, and unites us to the 
Society of Chriſtians; and therefore being 
of a Publick Nature ought to be adminſtr 
Publickly too: For there is no other Rule, 
I know of, whereby to determine the man- 
ner and circumſtances of any action, but to 
conſider the nature of it: There are fome 

4 actions 
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actions which are more proper to be done 
in private; others, which require ſome pub- 
lick Solemnities; and it is as undecent to 
do a publick Action, 2. e. an Action of a pub- 
lick Nature privately, as it is to do a private 
Action in Publick. Now that is certainly of 
a publick Nature which concerns a whole So- 
ciety; and ſuch is the admiſſion of Church- 
Members, and therefore ought to be done 
in the Preſence, as well as by the Authori- 
ty of the Church. The efficacy indeed of 
Baptiſm depends upon the Inſtitution of 
Chriſt; and therefore when it is rightly ad- 
miniſtred, does not loſe its vertue for want 
of ſome due Circumſtances : But then let it 
be conſider d withall, by whoſe Authority 
tis requir'd to be Adminiſtred in ſuch a man- 
ner, and therefore how great a fault in thoſe 
who wilfully and obſtinately. refuſe to give 
all Chriſtian Offices their due Solemnity. 
2. We may conſider, that Baptiſm con- 
tains a publick Profeſſion of our Faith in 
Chriſt : it is a publick owning of his Reli- 
gion. No adult Perſon was ever admitted to 
Baptiſm without a Profeſſion of his Faith in 
Chriſt; in alluſion to which, as learned Men 
think, St. Peter calls Baptiſm, not the put- 
ting away of the filth of the fleſh, but the an- 
ſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, 1. Pet, 
lil. 21. The Perſon to be Baptiz d bein 


examin d 
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examin'd about his Faith in Chriſt, and re- 
ſolutions of obeying him. Now the Pro- 
feſſion of our Faith, the more publick it is, 
the more agreeable is it to the Nature of 
Baptiſm and the Conſtitution of the Chri- 
ſtian Church; which is a viſible Society pro- 
feſſing the Faith of Chfiſt : and tho indeed 
Infants, who are Baptized, are not capable 
of making ſuch. a publick Profeſſion of their 
Faith, yet their Sponſors and Sureties are, 
who undertake for their Education in the 
Chriſtian Faith ; and certainly the publick 
Church is the moſt proper Place for ſuch 
a publick Profeſſion : ſo that to Baptize our 
Children privately, looks as if we were 
aſhamed of the Chriſtian Profeſſion ; and 
there is not a more effectual way to root 
out Chriſtianity, than to deſtroy all che 
publick Solemnities of Worſhip. 

4. Publick Baptiſm is very much for the 
Edification of the Church: It minds Chri- 
ſtians of their Baptiſmal Vow, which I fear 
too many are apt to forget; it puts good 
thoughts into them, when they ſee what a 
grave and ſerious thing it is to be a Chriſtian ; 
it ſets their Conſciences on work, to re- 
view their paſt lives, and to conſider how 
they have kept their Baptiſmal Vow; it 
minds Children and Servants of their Duty, 
who are ſeldom at private Baptiſm, and are 

+36 C many 
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many times more affected with ſuch a 
ſight, than with the beſt Counſels ; it minds 
thoſe who have been Godfathers or God- 
mothers, what charge they have undertaken, 
which they are to look upon as ſomewhat 
more than a Compliment to a Friend or 
matter of Ceremony; even a Truſt, and a 
Truſt of the higheſt nature, an Obligation 


to God and his Church, to take care of 


the vertuous and religious Education of ſuch 


Children: Which may convince all con- 


ſidering Men, of what great ' uſe it is, that 
Baptiſm ſhou'd be Adminiſtred with all the 
aweful and publick Solemnities that may be; 
and not be huddled over in private, as a 
thing, that muſt be done, tho it matters 
not how. | „ JON 1 

5. For this we have the Example of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, who always || Admini- 
ftred Baptiſm in publick Places, and in the 
preſence of the Congregation. At firſt in- 
deed they Baptiz'd in Rivers or Ponds, as 
John the Baptiſt did in Jordan, where our 
Saviour himſelf was Baptized; which made 
many in the Primitive Church ambitious to 
be Baptized there alſo, as Euſebius reports of 
Conſtantine the Emperor, tho' he was dif- 
appointed in it; afterwards they built Fonts 
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| See Dr, Cave, in his P/ im. cbriſt. Part t. c. 10. 
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near the Church, then in the Church-porch, 
and at laſt in the Church it ſelf; and ne- 
ver allowed of private Baptiſms, but in dan- 
ger of Death. „ 

A late Commentator on the Office for 
publick Baptiſm thus ſpeaks to the matter in 
hand, viz. After the Empire became Chriſti- 
an, and Temples were every where erected, 
a Baptiſtery, or Room to Baptize Perſons 
in, was joyned to the Church, where the 
Perſons, who were Baptized, had the Pray- 
ers of the Congregation for God's Bleſſing 
upon them. This being neglected by ſome 
Perſons, who performed the Baptiſmal Rites 
in private Houſes and Oratories, they there- 
by ſeeming to ſlight the publick Baptiſteries, 
occaſion'd the -59th Canon of the Conſtanti- 
nopolitan Council under Jaſtinianus Jun. i. e. 
|| Let not Baptiſm be Celebrated in any Oratory 
within a private Houſe; but they that wou d 
partake of an undefiled Baptiſm, let them go 
to the publick Churches, and there let them 
enjoy this Gift : But if it ſhall be proved a- 
gainſt any one, that he has tranſgreſſed this 


— — — 
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our Ordinance, if he be a Clergy-man, let him 
be Depoſed ; and if he be a Lay-man, . let him 
be Excommunicated. Indeed there were ſome 
Reſtrictions to limit this Canon, as in the 
Cafe of Clinicks ; but this muſt be with leave 
of the Biſhop ; + and one of the“ Novels of 
the Emperor Leo, allows Baptiſm to be pers 
form'd in private Chapels : But this, Balſa- 
mon ſays, was to be with the Licence of 
the Biſhop. Indeed our Church has not 
been fo ſevere as to run to Excommnica- 
tions and Depoſitions, upon the breaking 
in upon this Duty ; but it orders, that it 
fhou'd be Adminiſtred at Church, in the pub- 
lick Congregation, and that the Congrega- 
tion may teſtify the receiving of them that be 
newly Baptized into the number of Chriſt's 
Church. And it is pity, that ſo wholſom a 
Conſtitution ſhould be Trampled under Foot 
by the Vanity of ſome, and the compliance 
of others, tho there be not ſo great a Pe- 
nalty annex d to it, as formerly was. 

A late eminent Prelate, [| quotes two Sax- 
on Canons, which are Expreſs, that Baptiſm, 
unleſs in Caſe of Neceſſity, ſhould be Admini- 
ſtred only in due Times and Places; and 
then he goes on in obſerving, that while the 
ancient Diſcipline was kept up, and Bap- 


+ Conc, Conſt. Can. 3. * Nov. 10 k Bp. Stilling 
fleer's Works Vol. 3. p. 668, 669, N 
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tim only Celebrated at the great Feſtivals, 
there was a neceſſity of its being Publick ; 

and the Catechumens underwent ſeveral Scru- 
tinies, which laſted ſeveral days in the Face 
of the Church, as St. Auguſtine obſerves, 
after they had been kept under private Ex- 
amination for ſome time before : But when 
whole Nations were not only Converted, but 
Infants generally Baptized, the former me- 
thod of Diſcipline was changed. But yet the 
the Church retain'd her Right, as to ſatis- 
faction about the due Admiſſion of her Mem- 
bers; And that is the true reaſon why af- 
ter private Baptiſm, the Child is requir'd to 
be brought to the publick Congregation : 

For Baptiſm is not intended to be done be- 
fore a Select number of Witneſſes, but in 
the Face of the Church, which is the re- 
gular and ſolemn way; however the Biſhop 
may diſpenſe in ſome particular Caſes, which 
he judges reaſonable But I do not ſee 
how any, without leave, can uſe the Form 
of publick Baptiſm in private Houſes; which 
is againſt both our Ancient and Modern 
Canons. In the Greek Church it is depri- 
vation to do it; and ſo the Synod under 
Photius, confirms it, both as to the Euchariſt 
and Baptiſm ; becauſe publick Order is to be 
preſerved : But it is there underſtood to be 
done in oppoſition to the Biſhops Authority, 
C 3 whoſe 
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whole conſent may make the Caſe diffe- 
rent, if they judge it reaſonable : But Mini- 
terial Officers are not ludges in an equita- 
ble Caſe againſt a ſtanding Rule. Thus far 
that late Renowned Father of our Church: 
and were Argument yet wanting ( which [ 
hope by this time is not thought to be by 
any hearty Member of our Church) to make 
good the Subject Iam upon, it might far- 
ther be enforc'd from the Writings of other 
great Names and valuable Authorities, ſuch 
as the late A. Bp. of Cant. the preſent Bp. of 
London, as alſo — late Bps. of Bath and Wells, 
Cheſter, Lincoln, and C biceſter; all which 
are collected by the Reverend Mr. Stubbs, 
by way of Poſtſcript in the Second Edition 
of his Sermon on this Subject; whether I 
ſhall refer the Reader, forbearing at preſent: 
to recite any of thoſe Authorities, except 
the laſt, with which I ſhall conclude this 
Head about Publick Baptiſm. -- The paſlage is 
part of a Sermon Preach'd at St. Mildred's 
Poultrey, || upon his leaving that Pariſh, and 
runs thus — And now I am upon this Ar- 
gument, I muſt mind. you of a ſolemn Or- 
dinance of our Religion, which, if we re- 
ſpect the uſe and End of it, ſhoud be firſt 
Þ 02 vir of, and that is Baptiſm; an Ordinance 
Indeed nor ee For has is dere a= 
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mongſt us that is not willing and forward 
to have his Children thereby matriculated _ 
and admitted into the Church of God? 
But if we conſider how tis generally Cele- 
brated in Przvate, in the corner of a Room, 
in the preſence of ſcarce ſo many (it may be) 
as will entitle the Company to a Congre- 
gation ; it is far from being a Solemnity, or 
from being treated as a Divine Inſtitution; 
far from anſwering the End of that Inſtitu- 
tion: For what is the End of that Ordi- 
nance, but to initiate the Perſon into the 
Church of Chriſt, and toentitle him to the Pri- 
vileges of it? And where is that Society that 
he is admitted to? Is it not when aſſembl'd 
after the moſt ſolemn and conſpicuous Man- 
ner for the Worſhip of God, and for the teſti- 
fying of their 8 in it? And where 
is the Profeſſion to be made before ſuch Ad- 
miſſion ; where the ſtipulation to be given ; 
where the promiſe to undertake the Duties of 
a Chriſtian ; but where the Church is? And 
how can all this be done in Confuſion and 
Precipitance, without any timely notice or 
Preparation ; without ſuch an Aſſembly, as 
the nature of the T hing, as well as the Or- 
der of the Church, in conſequence of it, 
doth require? The Ordinance is certainly 
publick, Publick in the Nature and End of it, 
and ſuch ought the Celebration of it to be: 

C 4 And 
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And the neglect of ſuch a Celebration is the 
leſs excuſable, becauſe it is ſo eaſily remedied, 
But I come not here ſo much to reprove 
as to exhort; and do no farther tax the 
neglect of ſuch, than as it may ſerve to a- 
waken them that are guilty of it, to a ſenſe 
of their Duty. O! what an Honour would 
it be to Almighty God? What a Service to 
our Religion? what a means to ſweeten our 
Tempers, and to treat each other with fairneſs 
and ſimplicity ; if as we are Men made of one 
Blood, as weare Chriſtians, and Redeemed by 
the Blood of one common Saviour, ſo we cou'd 
all come to joyn in the ſame Worſhip. 

Thus far then concerning the Office of 
Baptiſm and its regular Adminiſtration ; by 
which we may ſee what excellent Proviſion 
our Church has made, as to the firſt means 
of Grace, or Admiſſion of its Members into 
her Communion by Baptiſm, 

Now having thus gotten a new Member 
added to her, and taken ſecurity for its Edu- 
cation in the Faith of Chriſt, for the better 
performance of it ſhe has drawa up a ſhort 
Catechiſm for the Child to learn ( when he 
is able) conſiſting of all things neceſſary for 
it to know, and nothing elſe : And that ſhe 
may be Certified, whether the Child hath 
learnt it or no, and likewiſe contribute what 
ſhe can towards his underſtanding all and 
every 
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every thing contained in the faid Catechiſm, 
ſhe commands that the Miniſter of the Pa- 
riſh where he lives, do frequently and opens 
ly in the Church, examine and inſtru him 
init. By this means therefore this new Chri- 
ſtian, now come to Years of Diſcretion, un- 
derſtanding what his Sureties Promiſed in his 
Name when he was Baptiz'd, is by them or 
ſome ofher, brought to the Biſhop to be Con- 
firmed by him: In order whereunto, he in the 
Preſence of God and of the Congregation 
there Aſſembled, renews the ſolemn Promiſe 
and Vow which was made in his Name, ratify- 
ing and confirming the ſame in his own Perſon, 
and acknowledging himſelf bound to believe 
and do all thoſe things which his Godfathers 
and Godmothers then undertook for him : 
And that he may be enabled ſo to do, the 
Biſhop with the whole Congregation there 
preſent, joyntly Pray to God, to aſſiſt and 
ſtrengthen him with his Grace and Spirit; 
and then the Biſhop, after the Example of 
the Holy Apoſtles, lays his Hand upon the 
Child's Head, and Prays to God for him, 
ſaying, Defend, O Lord, this thy Child, with thy 
Heavenly Grace, &c. After which the whole 
Congregation joyn again with the Biſhop in 
ſome other Prayers to the ſame purpoſe. All 
which being duly Perform'd as it ought, can- 
not certainly but be very effectual to the 

great 
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great Ends and Purpoſes for which it is uſed ; 
as Chriſtians in all Ages have found by their 


_ own Experience. 


Our Chriſtian being thus Confirm'd, he 
is now look'd upon inthe Eye of the Church, 
as no longer a Minor, but of full Age to re- 
ceive and enjoy all the Bleſſings and Privi- 
leges which his Heavenly Father in the Holy 
Goſpel hath ſettled upon him : And there- 
fore his Spiritual Guardians, the Godfathers 
and Godmothers being diſcharged, he is now to 
ſtand upon his own Legs; and well he may, 
having ſo indulgent, pious, and wife a Mo- 
ther upon Earth, as the Church 1s, to take 
Care of him: For if he be but Dutiful and 
Obedient to her, and follow thoſe good Di- 
rections which ſhe gives him, there is no fear 
of falling. For ſhe conſiders what potent 
Enemies he 1s to fight with ; that the Fleſh, 
the World and the Devil, which he Renounc- 
ed, will all ſtrive to recover their Poſſeſſion 
of him ; and therefore, ſhe out of God's Word, 
furniſhes him with ſuch Spiritual Armour, 
that if he be not failing to himſelf in the uſe of 
it, he may not only withſtand but Conquer 
them all; ſhe conſiders every diſtemper he can 
be Subject to, and finding ſuitable Remedies 
preſcribed for it in the Holy Scriptures, ſhe 
directs him how to apply them, fo as to 
prevent or cure it. In ſhort, — 

a thnñe 
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the great Work he has to do, no leſs then to 
work out his Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; 
that he can never do it without the Aſſiſtance 
of God's Spirit; and that. he hath no 
ground to expect any ſuch Aſſiſtance, but in 
the uſe of thoſe Means which God hath ap- 
pointed for that End: hence ſhe often calls 
upon him, to uſe thoſe Means; inſtructs him 
bow to do it aright; aſſiſts him in it, and fo 
keeps him in continual Exerciſe and Employ- 
ment, about the Work he hath to do, that 
he may be Saved: for in the firſt Place, con- 
ſidering, that in order to the preventing thoſe 
many Sins which are occaſion'd by the pre- 
vailing humours of the Body, and alſo to the 


preſerving his Mind in a fit Temper, both to 


perform his Duties unto God, and to receive 
Divine Illuminations and Aſſiſtances from 
him, it is neceſſary to keep his Body always 
under: And conſidering likewiſe, that God 
himſelf hath for that very purpoſe command» 
ed not only Temperance at all times; but at 
ſome times Abſtinence and Faſting: Hence 
the Church hath ſet apart ſome certain Days 
every Year, whereon her Son, we now ſpeak 
of, ſhould by. Faſting bring his Body into a 
conſtant ſubjection to his Soul; leſt other- 
wiſe, if there were no ſet Times appointed 
for it, he ſhou'd be, as moſt are, too apt to 
neglect it, and never Faſt at all, or at _—_ 
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but very ſeldom, and ſo. to no purpoſe, 

Now the Days which ſhe directs him to 
ſpend in Faſting, are the Forty Days of Lent, 
according to the Cuſtom of the Catholick 
Church, every Year before Eaſter ; and the 
Three Rogation Days, immediately preceding 
Holy Thurſday : Beſides which, ſhe appoints 
Three Days, viz. Wedneſday, Friday and 
Saturday, in each of the Four Ember Weeks, 
whereon to Faſt, not only for the purpoſes 
aforeſaid, but likewiſe that he may the more 
effectually implore a Bleſſing, both upon the 
Biſhops who are to Ordain ; and upon thoſe 
who ſhall be Ordained to any holy Function 
the Sunday following; which if he neglect to 
do, he muſt blame himſelf, if any unworthy 
Perſons be then admitted into the Sacred 
Miniſtry of the Church: Whereas, if he per- 
form his Duty aright at that time, he may 
upon good grounds expect a greater Bleſſing 
from the Word and Sacraments Adminiſtred 
by thoſe, who are then Ordain'd. Be ſure his 
Prayers will, one Time or other, return into 
his own boſom; and therefore I heartily wiſh, 
that all the Devout and Pious Souls in the 
Church, would, after the Example of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, joyn together in Faſting 
and Praying, upon fo ſolemn Occaſions as 
thoſe are. What a glorious Church, what an 


excellent Clergy ſhould we then have? But 
; to 
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to return to our Chriſtian : The Leut. Faſ# 
coming but once a Year, and the Ember- 
Weeks but once a Quarter, for. fear leſt his Bo- 
dy ſhou d in the mean time grow Rampant, 
or his Paſſions head-ſtrong and unruly, the 
Church orders him to Faſt one Day in every ._ 
Week, viz. Friday, the Day whereon du 
Lord was Crucified; as alſo, the Eves or +» 
Vigils of ſome certain  Holy-days, the better 
to perform the Duties, and to praiſe God for 
the Mercies Commemorated the Day follo-— 
ing. And if he be temperate in all Things, and 
beſides that, obſerves theſe preſcrib'd by out 
Church, as really Days of Faſting and Ab« 
ſtinence, it is very much if his Body be not 
kept in due ſubjection to his Soul: But if 
at any time he finds it is not, he may. add 
ſome more Days as he finds occaſion; and 
whatſoever degrees of Grace and Vertue he 
ſhall attain to, he muſt never think, that ſo 
long as he continues in Health, he ſtands in no 
need of Faſting: as conſidering, that the 
reat Apoſtle himſelf was forc'd to keep his 
Body under, and bring it into Subjettiqn, leſt that 
by any Means, when he had Preach'd unto others, 
he himſelf ſbou d be a'Caſt-away, 1 Cor. 9. 27. 
By this Means therefore our Chriſtian, keep- 
ing his Mind continually ſerene, and free 
from any Annoyance or Diſturbance. from 
the Humours of the Body, he is always * 
right 
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Now the Days which ſhe directs him to 
ſpend in Faſting, are the Forty Days of Lent, 
according to the Cuſtom of the Catholick 
Church, every Year before Eaſter ; and the 
Three Rogation Days, immediately preceding 
Holy Thurſday : Belides which, ſhe appoints 

Three Days, viz. Wedneſday, Friday and 
Saturday, in each of the Four Ember Weeks, 
whereon to Faſt, not only for the purpoſes 
aforeſaid, but likewiſe that he may the more 
effectually implore a Bleſſing, both upon the 
Biſhops who are to Ordain ; and upon thoſe 
who ſhall be Ordained to any holy Function 
the Sunday following; which if he neglect to 
do, he muſt blame himſelf, if any unworthy 
Perſons be then admitted into the Sacred 
Miniſtry of the Church: Whereas, if he per- 
form his Duty aright at that time, he may 
upon good grounds expect a greater Bleſſing 
trom the Word and Sacraments Adminiſtred 
by thoſe, who are then Ordain'd. Be ſure his 
Prayers will, one Time or other, return into 
his own boſom; and therefore I heartily wiſh, 
that all the Devout and Pious Souls in the 
Church, would, after the Example of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, joyn together in Faſting 
and Praying, upon ſo ſolemn Occaſions as 
thoſe are. What a glorious Church, what an 


excellent Clergy ſhould we then have? But 
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to return to our Chriſtian : The Lent- Faſt 
coming but once a Year, and the Ember- 
Weeks but once a Quarter, for fear leſt his Bo- 
dy ſhoud in the mean time grow Rampant, 
or his Paſſions head-ſtrong and unruly, the 


Church orders him to Faſt one Day in every _. 4 


Week, viz. Friday, the Day whereon our 
Lord was Crucified ; as alſo, the Eves or 
Vigils of ſome certain Holy-days, the better 
to perform the Duties, and to praiſe God for 


the Mercies Commemorated the Day follo- + ©! 


ing. And if he betemperate in all Things, and 
beſides that, obſerves theſe preſcrib'd by our 
Church, as really Days of Faſting and Ab- 


ſtinence, it is very much if his Body be not 


kept in due ſubjection to his Soul: But if 
at any time he finds it is not, he may. add 
ſome more Days as he finds occaſion; and 
whatſoever degrees of Grace and Vertue he 
ſhall attain to, he muſt never think, that ſo 
long as he continues in Health, he ſtands in no 
need of Faſting: as conſidering, that the 
reat Apoſtle himſelt was forc'd to keep hs 
Body under, and bring it into Subjettiqn, leſt that 
by any Means, when he had Preach'd unto others, 
he himſelf ſbou d be a Caſt-away, 1 Cor. 9. 27. 
By this Means therefore our Chriſtian, keep- 
ing his Mind continually ſerene, and free 
from any Annoyance or Diſturbance. from 
the Humours of the Body, he is always * 
right 
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right diſpoſition to receive ſuch impreſſ ons as 
| _ neceſſary to the making him a real and true 


Saint; which that he may be, the Church uſes 
all the Means ſhe can to keep his Soul conti- 
nually poſſeſſed with a deep Senſe of God, and 


ſeries of the Goſpel as ir is capable of. For 
which purpoſe ſhe ſo orders it, that every 
Thing relating to the publick Service, which 
ſhe requires him to perform to God, as well 
as the Service it ſelf, ſtrikes an Awe and Re- 
verence of the Divine Majeſty into him, as 
being ſet apart and appropriated only to — 
Uſe. Thus ſhe appoints ſomè certain Days 
wherein to lay aſide all other Buſineſs, 400 
apply himſelf wholly to this: Eſpecially ſhe 
out of God's own Word, enjoins him to 
keep Holy the Firſt Day in every Week, which 
s — called the Lord. Day, becauſe 
devoted to his Service. Beſides which, to 
keep the great Myſteries of the Goſpel al- 
ways freſh in his Mind and Memory, ſhe 
preſcribes him fome certain Days every Year; 
wherein to Commemorate the Nativity, Cir- 
cumciſion and Manifeſtation of Chriſt to the Gen- 
tiles; his Preſentation in the Temple; his Paſſion, 
Reſurredion and Aſcenſion, and his Miſſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; the Amnunciation of the 22 
Virgin, with the Lives and Deaths of the A- 
poſtles and Evargeliſts, who did not only 


propa» 
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propagate the Word, but ſealed it too 
with their own Blood. For the very ſet- 
ting apart of theſe and the like Days 
for the publick Worſhip of God, condn- 
ces very much to his remembring and un- 
derſtanding the great Things tranſacted on 
them; and in this Affair he cannot have 
better Aſſiſtance given him, than from that 
excellent Book written by Mr. Nelſon on the 
fame Subject. As for his publick Devoti- 
ons in the Houſe of God, for the better do- 
ing it there, ſhe appoints one of God's own 
Miniſters, a Perſon ſet apart for that very 
Office, to aſſiſt him in it: And ſhe com- 
mands this Perſon, at that Time, to be in 
a different Habit from what he wears at any 
other Time; and all to take off our Chriſti- 
an's Thoughts, as much as may be, from 
all-Things-elſe, and to fix them only upon 
God, and the great Work he is now about. 
The Place, the Miniſter, the Habit, every 
one putting him in Mind that he is not now 
about any common or worldly Employment; 
but in the ſpecial Preſence of Almighty God, 
Worſhipping him, and therefore both in 
Soul and Body, ſhould carry himſelf ac- 
cordingly with Reverence and Godly Fear. 
And then as for the Service it ſelf, the 
Church has provided him fuch a Liturgy, 
wherein all Things are done to his edify ing: 
50 
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So that he can never come to God's Houſe! 
bur, if it be not his own Fault, he may re- 
turn Home wiſer and better than he came: 
For he can want for nothing, but he there 
Prays for it ; he can have nothing, but he 
there gives God Thanks for it ; he can be 
ignorant of nothing, that is needful for him 
to know, but he is there taught it. And leſt 
he ſhould at any Time be ſeduced into Er- 
ror, or tempted to Sin ; leſt he ſhould grow 
fat in his Devotions, cool in his Charity, 
remiſs in any Duty to God or Man, or care- 
leſs of his own eternal Good; ſhe: has or- 
dered the Holy Scriptures to be often ex- 
pounded, or a Sermon preached to him : 
And that too, not by any one that will un- 
dertake it, (for then the Remedy might 
prove worſe than the Diſeaſe) but by one, 
who by Faſting and Prayer, and the ſolemn 
Impoſition of the Biſhop's Hands, is Or- 
dained to that Office; by one who has ſub- 
ſcrib'd to all the Articles of Religion; by 
one who has publickly declar'd his unfeign'd 
Aſſent and Conſent to the Uſe of all Things 
contained and preſcribed in the Book of 


Common-Prayer ; by one approv'd of, and 


licenſed thereunto by the Biſhop of the Dio- 
ceſs, who, if he find jult Cauſe for it, is em- 
powerd and obligd to take away his Li- 
cenſe again, and to ſuſpend him from the 

Execution 
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Execution of his Office. So that if our 
Chriſtian lives under a Miniſter that doth 
not Act according to the Rules, or doth not 
Preach according to the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, or doth not perform his Duty in 
every Thing that he ought, it is, in a great 
Meaſure, his own Fault, in that he doth not 
acquaint the Biſhop with it, whoſe Office it 
is to redreſs ſuch Grievances as theſe are. 
So that if he will himſelf, he may be ſure to 
have the Word of God rightly, duly and 
conſtantly Adminiſtred to him; and not only 
the Word, but likewiſe the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, which he is required to re- 
ceive, as oft as poſſibly he can, to put him 
in Mind of what his Savour hath done and 
ſuffered for his Sins; and ſo to confirm his 
Faith in him, inflame his Love to him, and 
to diſpoſe and qualifie him the better ro con- 
verſe with Chriſt in Heaven; to which no- 
thing contributes more than frequent Ad- 
dreſſes to him in this Holy Sacrament upon 
Earth. Thus thereſore it is, that he who 
holds conſtant Communion with our Church, 
is continually employ'd by her about ſome 
or other of thoſe Means which Chriſt has 
ordained for his Salvation, and to which he 
has promiſed the Aſſiſtance of his own Spt- 
rit. By Virtue whereof, the Chriſtian we 


have hitherto diſcours'd of, is enabled to deny 
D Ungoas 
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Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, and to live 
Soberly, Righteoufly and Godly in this preſent 
World. But having ſpent ſome Time in ſuch 
Holy Exerciſes as theſe are, we muſt ſuppoſe 
him at length tobe ſeized with ſome Diſtem- 
per, in order to his departure into the other 
World : And then the Church, to ſhew her 
great Care of him to the laſt, requires the 
Miniſter of the Pariſh where he lives to go 
and give him a ſolemn Viſit. And that he 
may be ſure to have the beſt Directions that 
can be given him at that juncture, ſhe her 
ſelf has drawn up an Order for the YVifitation 
of him, and likewiſe for the Adminiſtration 
of the Holy Communion to him; which is 
the beſt Cordial he can take to ſupport his 
Spirits, and carry him through the great 
Work which he has now to do : And when 
it hath pleaſed God, of his great Mercy, to 
take unto himſelf the Soul of this our dear 
Brother, the Miniſter by the Order and in 
the Name of the Church, commits his Bo- 
dy to the Ground, 7» ſure and certain Hope 
of a joyful Reſurrection to eternal Life, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Thus we ſee how 
our Chriſtian from his firſt Admiſſion into 
the Church Militant upon Earth, is con- 
ducted and govern'd all along by her, until 
at length he is advanced to the Church Tri- 
umphant in Heaven. From whence it is 


calie- 
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eaſie to obſerve what an excellent Method 
ſhe proceeds in, and what effectual Means 
ſhe uſes for the attaining ſo great an End; 
and by Conſequence how neceſſary it is for 
all of us to be fo added to the Church, as to 
continue ſtedfaſt in her Communion, and 
carefully to follow all her Directions, if ever 
we deſire to be ſaved: For altho' I have in- 
ſtanc'd only in one ſingle Perſon, we are all 
equally concern'd in what has been ſaid of 
him. Yea, every one of us ſhould look up- 
on himſelf as the Perſon ſpoken of all along : 
For J hope we are all Baptized, and fo ad- 
mitted into the Church, as I ſuppoſed him 
to be. And therefore if we do but obſerve 
theſe Rules, which ſhe out of God's Holy 
Word hath laid before us, as I ſuppoſed him 
to do, there is no doubt but that we alſo ere 
long ſhall be glorified Saints in Heaven. 
Now, what Influence ſhould the Conſide- 
ration of theſe Things have upon our Minds 
and Actions? If we recollect what hath been 
faid upon this Subject, and lay it fo toge- 
gether, that we may take a tull View of the 
whole Method obferv'd in the Church, for 
the making us Holy here, and Happy for 
ever, we cannot but eaſily fee, both what 
Neceſſity there is of our being added to the 
Church in general, and what infinite Cauſe 


we have to give our molt humble and hearty 
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Thanks to God, both for his ſettling and 
reſtoring ſuch a Church as this is to us. A 
Church, wherein all the Means of Grace 
and Salvation are fo duly and effectually ad- 
miniſtred to us, that if we be not failing to 
our ſelves in the Uſe of them, we cannot but 
be ſaved: A Church, fo exactly conform- 
able to the Catholick in all Things, that none 
can ſeparate from her without making a 
Schiſm in Chriſt's myſtical Body, and con- 
ſequently endangering the Salvation of his 
own Soul: A Church, ſo far exceeding thoſe 
of Rome and Geneva, that wou'd either Pa- 
piſts or Sectaries lay aſide their Prejudices, 


and impartially conſider what our Church 


is, and compare it with their own, they 
wou'd need no other Arguments to perſuade 
them ta return unto her, and to live and die 
in conſtant Communion with her: A Church, 
to ſay no more, as Orthodox in its Doctrine, 
as regular in its Diſcipline, as grave and ſo- 
lemn in its Worſhip, as agreeable to Scris 
pture Rules, as well accommodated to the 
whole Deſign of the Goſpel for the bringing 
of Souls to Heaven, as any Church in the 
whole World. And that ſuch a Church as 
this ſhould be at firſt planted amongſt us, 
and after it had been deſtroy'd by the Ma- 
lice of the Devil, and his Agents, ſhou'd be 


again reſtor'd to us by the immediate _ 
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of God; who can think of it without a- 
doring the Hand that did it? But we muſt 
remember to ſhew forth his Praiſe for ſo 
great a Mercy, not only with our Lips, but 
in our Lives, by giving up our ſelves 
wholly to his Service, according to the 
Rules and Orders of the Church which he 
hath thus graciouſly ſettled amongſt us; that 
as we have the beſt of Churches, we may be - 
likewiſe the beſt of People; and ſo ſhame our 
Adverſaries on all Sides into an hearty Com- 
pliance with our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, 
by letting them ſee how far we exceed them 
in true Picty and Devotion; and read the 
Excellency of our Church in the Excellency 
of our Lives, who hold Communion with 
her. By this Means, as many, by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, have been lately added to our 
Church, there will be daily more and more, 
This alſo would be a moſt effectual Way, 
whereby to ſecure and defend our Church 
againſt Hereſie and Schiſm, againſt Popery 
and Superſtition againſt Prophaxeſs and De- 
bauchery ,- and againſt all thoſe Diabolical 
Stratagems and Devices, thoſe Seditious Prin- 
ciples and Practices, whereby it was deſtroy- 
ed once, and was like to have been ſo again. 
For if we do but live anſwerably to the Means 
that we enjoy, and Serve, and Pleaſe, and 
Worſhip, and Obey God as our Church di- 
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res us, we need not fear what Mefi or De- 
vils can do againſt us, nor concern our ſelves 
with what may, or what may not happen here- 
after: but {til} truſt in God, who as he hath 
deliver'd us, he will yet deliver us. We have 
no cauſe to d&ubt of his kindneſs and favour 
to our Church, having had ſo great, fo 
wonderful experience of it already. 

But for that End, we muſt be ſure to live 


as in the true Faith and Fear of God, fo 


alſo in humble Obedience and ſtedfaſt Loy- 
ally to the Queen: For that is abſolutely 
Neceſſary, not only as a Duty in it ſelf to 
God, but likewiſe as a Means for the ſup- 
porting our Church, by ſtrengthing the 
Hands of Her whom God is pleaſed to make 
the happy Inſtrument of preſerving it to 
us. And therefore I cannot but admire, with 
what Confidence any can profeſs any value 
or kindneſs for the Church, and yet talk 

or att ſeditiouſly againſt the Queen: For, 
that is to pretend to uphold the Church 
with one Hand, and to endeavour in goed 
earneſt to pluck it down with the other. 
Be ſure, all the real Members of our Church, 
are as faithful Subjects to the Crown; nei- 
ther can they be otherwiſe. Foraſmuch 
as the Spirit which runs through the whole 


Body of the Catholick, and by Conſequence 
our 
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our Church, as I have ſhewn, puts them 
upon univerſal Obedience to all the Com- 
mands of God; and to theſe amongſt the 
reſt, of Honouring the King, and being Sub- 
jet and Obedient to the Higher Powers. 
And hence it is, that as we never heard of 
any Rebels in the Primitive Church, fo nei- 
ther are there, nor can be any ſuch amongſt 
thoſe who are realy of ours; which is the 
great Glory of our Church, and a clear De- 
monſtration of its Apoſtolical Conſtitution, 
and that, which if duly conſider d, wou'd 
make all the Chriſtian Princes in the 
World endeavour to reform the Churches 
ſeated in their Dominions, according to her 
Pattern and Example; and to protect them 
too, when they are ſo reform'd: altho it 
was for nothing elſe, but to keep their 
Kingdoms quiet, and fo make the Govern- 
ment eaſie to themſelves: much more, if 
they reſpect their own and their Peoples 
Souls, that they may le ſaved. But that 
we may all be ſo, we muſt not think it 
enough to be admitted into the Church, 
and made viſible Members of it : for tho' 
all that ſhall be ſaved are added to the 
Church, yet it doth not follow, that all who 
are ſo added to the Church fhall be ſaved. 
It is true, all ſuch are in a State of Sal- 
vation, and in the Way to it, but except 
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they continue in that State, and walk in that 
Way, they can never attain to the End of 
their Faith, even the Salvation of their Souls. 

Let it then be remember'd, what I have 
already obſerv'd in the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, viz. that the Firſt Converts to 
the Chriſtian Religion, Acts ii. 42. are ſaid 
to have continued ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtles 
Doctrine and Fellowſhip and in breaking of 
Bread and in Prayers; where we may ob- 
ſerve, what it is in the Chriſtian Religion, 
that we ought in a more particular Man- 
ner to be ſtedfaſt in : They are plainly the 
true Marks or Notes of a Chriſtian Church, 
whereby it may be diſtinguiſh'd from all 
other Aſſemblies or Bodies of Men; and 
which by Conſequence all Perſons muſt be 
ſtedfaſt in, who deſire to continue real and 
ſound Members of that Church which Chriſt 
Jeſus hath eſtabliſhed in the World. It is 
our great Happineſs, that we are of the 
ſame Apoſtolick Church as thoſe Firſt Con- 
verts were, and therefore ought to con- 
tinue ſtedfaſtly in Fellowſhip and Commu- 
nion with it as they did. Ir is true, there 
were not ſo many Schiſms and Diviſions 
in the Church then, as there are now; but 
the Reaſon was, becauſe the People did not 
make them, as many do in our Days, who 
notwithſtanding that they are admitted in- 
32 to 
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to our Church, are ſo far from continuing 


ſtedfaſt in Communion with it, that they 
never think they can ſeparate themſelves 
far enough from it. But let ſach Perſons 
do what they pleaſe, and take what fol- 


 Jows: I muſt adviſe and beſeech you in his 


Name, that laid down his own Life to Save 
you, and for the ſame Purpoſe has brought 
you into his Church, that you wou'd hold 
conſtant Communion with it, as by believ- 
ing the Doctrine, ſo by loving the Mem- 
bers, obſerving the Orders, and ſubmitting 
to the Diſcipline of it, and exerciſing your 
ſelves contiqually in the Means of Grace, 
as I have already ſhewd to be conſtantly 
and duly Adminiſtered in it: for fo long 


as you do fo, you are certainly in the ready 


Way to Heaven; whereas if you leave the 
Church, and run into Corners and ſeparate 
Congregations, you expoſe your ſelves at 
leaſt to very great uncertainties about your 
Salvation. While you live conſtantly in 
the Communion of our Church, you are ſure 
to enjoy all the Means which Chriſt has 
appointed for your Salvation, faithfully Ad- 


miniſtred in the fame Way and Manner 


that he appointed; You are ſure to be fully 
inſtructed in your whole Duty both to 
God and Man; you are ſure to Pray to- 
gether in ſuch a Form, as both for the 
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Matter and Method and Manner of it a- 
grees exactly with the Word of God; You 
are ſure to have the Sacraments of Baptiſm 
and the Lord's Supper Adminiſtred unto 
you, according to Chriſt's own Inſtitution, 
without any Additions to it or Detractions 
from it; You are ſure to have all this done 
by .Perſons rightly Ordained and Authorized 
thereunto by Chriſt himſelf; and you are 
ſure, that what they Teach you is Sound 
and Orthodox, the very fame Doctrine 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught : For 
when they are Ordained, they ſolemnly Pro- 
feſs and Promiſe in the Preſence of God, 
that they will Inſtruct the People commit- 
ted to their Charge out of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and that they will teach nothing 
(as requird of Neceſſity to eternal Salva- 
tion) but what they are perſwaded may 
be concluded and proved by the ſaid Scrip- 
tures, and ſhou'd they fail in any Point of 
their Duty, ſuch Failure is eaſily remedied 
by you 'in ſuch Manner as I have already 
taken Notice of; ſo that all things conſider'd, 
tis hardly poſſible you ſhoud be led into 
Errour, be ignorant of the Truth, or miſs 
of Grace and Salvation, if you hold con- 
ſtant Communion with our Church, and 
ſincerely believe and live according as you 
are there taught —— But if you _ the 
E M- 
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Communion or Fellowſhip of our Church, 
and joyn your ſelves to any of the Sets 
which are riſen up amongſt us, as you will 
be certain to want many of the Means of 
Grace, which, as I have ſhew'd, you here 
enjoy, you will be uncertain whether you 
ſhall enjoy any of them, ſo as to atrain 
the End for which they are appointed; even 
the Salvation of your Souls : for you will 
be uncertain whether they who Admini- 
ſter them be lawfully called and ſent by 
Chriſt to do it, as be ſure many of them 
are not: You'll be uncertain whether you can 
joyn with them in Prayer; for in ſome Places 
you know not what they ſay; in other Places 
they themſelves know not what they intend 
to ſay, until they have ſaid it; and how then 
can you know it? You'll be uncertain, whe- 
ther you ſhall ever receive any Benefit from 
rhe Sacrament of the Lord's Supper: for 
ſome never Adminiſter it at all, others do it 
either ſo imperfectly, or irregularly, that 
the Vertue and Efficacy of it is very much 
impaired, if not quite deſtroyed: You'll be 
uncertain whether they Preach the true 
Doctrine of the Goſpel; for they never 
ſubſcribed to it, nor ſolemnly promiſed to 
Preach that and no other, neither are they 
ever called to Account for any thing they 
Say or Teach, be it never ſo falſe or con- 
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trary to what Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught; 
ſo that they may lead you blindfold whi- 
therſoever they pleaſe without controul; and 
after all Youll be uncertain whether they 
ſeek you or yours: for they have no more Ob- 
ligation upon them to take care of your Souls, 
then.you have to take care of theirs; and there- 
fore the moſt favourable and the moſt chari- 
table Conſtruction that can be put upon 
the Separation from our Church, is, that it 


is leaving a Certainty for an Uncertainty, 


which no wiſe Man wou'd do in any thing, 
much leſs in a Matter upon which his eter- 
nal -Happineſs and Salvation depends; from 
whence you may eaſily obſerve, that tis 
your: Wiſdom and Intereſt as well as Duty, 
to be ſtedfaſt as in the Doctrine, ſo like- 
wiſe in Fellowſhip or Communion with the 
Church, as the firſt Diſciples were: Tis like- 
wiſe ſaid of them, that they continued /ted- 
faſt in breaking of Bread, or the Celebration 
of the Lord's Supper; which is ſo neceſſary 
to our holding Communion with the Church, 
that it hath got the Name almoſt wholly 
appropriated to it felt, being commonly 
call'd the Communion, becauſe in it we 
Communicate both with Chriſt the Head, 
and in him with all the ſound Members of 
his Myſtical Body the Church. In this there- 
fore they continued ftedfaſtly, that is, they 
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never failed to receive the Lord's Supper 
when it was Adminiſtred, which was at leaft 
every Lord's Day, as is plain from, As xx. 
7. where tis faid, And upon the firſt Day 
of the Week, when the Diſciples came toge- 
ther to break Bread. In this then you ought 
to follow their Example, in receiving the 
Holy Sacrament as often as you have the 
Opportunity, or as oft as poſſibly you can; da 
not let every little trifling worldly Buſineſs 
deprive you of the greateſt Bleſſing you 
can have on this ſide Heaven: You can- 
not but all acknowledge that the Merits of 
Chriſt's Death, which are there offerd to 
you are infinitely beyond all the Crowns 
and Scepters upon Earth ; and therefore let 
not any thing in this World hinder you © 
from partaking of them; many of you, I 
dare ſay, have found by your own Experi- 
ence unſpeakable Comtort and Advantage, 
by frequent or conſtant applying your ſelves 
to your Bleſſed Saviour in that Holy Sacra- 
ment; and you would all do fo if you wou'd 
make trial of it ; which therefore I muſt again 
adviſe and beſeech you all to do. Every Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, who hath Souls committed 
to his Care, muſt one Day give an Account 
of his Charge to his Great Lord and Maſter 
Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore dares not but Ad- 
miniſter this as well as the other Means o_ 
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he hath appointed for your Salvation, as 
oft as he and his Church requires it. In 
his Name then we are to beſeech and ad- 
moniſh you to be as careful and conſtant in 
the uſe of it ; that ſo we may deliver up our 
Accounts with joy and not with grief ; which 
there is no queſtion but we ſhould do, if you 
wou'd but continue ſtedfaſtly as in Doctrine 
and Fellowſhip, ſo in breaking of Bread and 
in Prayers; in Prayers, that is, in the pub- 
lick Prayers of the Church: For what the 
Diſciples did in private, (every one by him- 
ſelf,) cou'd not be fo well known, neither was 
it ſo material to know that, as how they car- 
ried themſelves in relation to the Church, 
that Fellowſhip or Communion of Saints, 
into which they were now admitted, with 
whom they conſtantly joined in their publick 
Devotions, or ſuch Prayers as were common 
to them all, and ſo both teſtified their 
Communion with them, and aſſiſted in the 
Worſhip of the moſt High God, imploring 
his Mercy for all in general, as well as every 
one for himſelf in particular; and that not 
only now and then, but every Day, or as 
oft as poſlibly they could. And in this alſo 
we ought to follow their good and pious 
Example, by being conſtant not only in our 
private but publick Devotions, according to 


that excellent Apoſtolical Form which our 
Church 
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Church hath preſcribed on purpoſe, that all 
the Members of it, not only in this Kingdom; 
but whereſoever they are, might join toge* 
ther with one Heart and Mind, in hearing 
God's Holy Word, in Praying to Him, and 
Praiſing his moſt Glorious Name: and there- 
fore all that deſire to live and act as be- 
cometh the real and ſound Members of ours, 
as the is of the Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Church, ſhou d take all Opportunities they 
can get of performing their ſokmn and pub- 
lick Devotions to God, according to the ſaid 
Form: This being the principal Means where- 
by to obtain the illuminations and aſſiſtances 
of God's Holy Spirit, to withſtand the Tem- 
ptations of the World, the Fleſh and the De- 
vil, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
in this preſent World ; and to perſevere to the 
end in ſo doing. And indeed, I know no- 
thing in the World, that, by the Grace and 
Bleſſing of God, contributes more to our 
ſteadineſs in the Communion of our Church, 

than frequent Receiving of the Holy Sacra- 
ment, and conſtant Attendance at her Pub- 
lick Prayers; which whoſoever does heartily . 
and ſincerely as he ought, may defy the ve- 
ry Gates of Hell; for they will never be able 
to prevail againſt him : whereas they who 
make no Conſcience of theſe great Duties, 
are in continual Danger of being caught in 


the 
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the next trap that ſhall be laid for them: 
And many ſuch traps and dangers there are. 
A Man may be well grounded in the Funda ; 
mental Articles of our Chriſtian Faith, and 
make ſome conſiderable progreſs in the Pra- 
ctice of it, ſo as to continue ſtedfaſtly for 
a while in it; and yet, after all, may by the 
violence of Temptations, or ſome other way, 
be mov'd and ſeduc'd from it; and therefore, 
as the Apoſtle adviſes us, Not only to be ſted- 


| faſt, but unmoveable too, as the Houſe which 


our Lord ſays was built upon a Rock, &tc. — 
or, as the ſame Apoſtle elſewhere expreſſes it, 
That we henceforth be no more Children, toſſed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind 


of Doctrine, by the flight of Men, and cunning 


craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, 
This was a neceſſary caution in thoſe Days, 
and ſo it is in ours, there being as much ſlight 
and cunning Craftineſs uſed now to pervert 
and draw Men from the Church, it not much 
more, than ever; and therefore all that mind 
Religion in good earneſt, ſo as to obtain the 


End of their Faith, even the Salvation of their 
Souls, had need to have a care, and not ſuf- 


fer themſelves to be toſſed to and fro with 
every new wind of Doctrine that is raiſed 
among us; but to reſolve by the Grace of 
God to continue not only firm and ſtedfaſt 


to the Church, but immoveable, as the Rock 
upon 
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upon which it is built: For which, purpoſe 
therefore, you muſt not give heed to thoſe 
ſeducing Spirits, which wou'd draw you oft 
from the Church, under the - pretence of 
greater Purity, ſtricter Devotion, or higher 
Perfection than is commonly practiſed or 
can be obtained in it: For this is an old 
artifice which the Devil hath made uſe of 
all along to impoſe upon well meaning Peo- 
ple: if he ſhou'd appear in his own Colours, 
as the Prince of Darkneſs, all Men wou'd 
withſtand him, or elſe run from him, and 
therefore he transforms himſelf into an An- 
gel of Light, and under that diſguiſe, he 
inſinuates himſelf into ignorant and unwary, 
People, and carrieth them Captive as he 
pleaſeth ; this we may be ſure of, for St. 
Paul faith it, 2 Cor. xi. 14. And a greater 
than St. Paul, Chriſt himſelf forewarns us 
of the ſame thing, ſay ing, Beware of falſe Pro- 
phets which come to you in Sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening Wolves, Mat. vii. 
15. whereby he plainly intimates, that there 
will always be falſe Prophets in the Church, 
ſuch as the Devil ſends upon his; Errands ; 
but that he will always fend them in Sheep's 
clothing, like innocent and harmleſs Lambs, 
whereas in truth they are ravening Wolves, 
ſent on purpoſe to devour and deſtroy the 


Flock; but our Saviour bids us to * 
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of them; and ſo we had need be, for it 
was by ſuch that all the Errours, Hereſies 
and Schiſms that ever infeſted the Church 
were firſt ſown in it. And indeed as Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles foretold it, fo there always 
have been ſuch falſe Prophets and falſe 
Teachers in the Church, who under the 
Colour of greater Purity in Doctrine and 
Worſhip, have ſeduced Men into all Manner 
of Hereſy and Sin. This kyow, faith the Apo- 
ſtle 2 Tim. iii. 1, 2, &c. that in the latter 
Days perilous Times ſhall come, & c. Such were 
they in the Primitive Church, that call'd 
themſelves “the Pure, as pretending to great» 
er Sanctity than others: Such have been 
in all Ages, and ſuch there are in ours, 
who blame our Reformation as defective, 
as if the Church were not reform'd, not 
purg'd. enough from the Errors it had be- 
fore contracted ; but it ſuch woud but lay 
aſide all prejudices, and impartially conſider 
the Conſtitution of our Church, as it is now 
reform'd, they might clearly ſee, that as 
there is nothing defective, ſo neither is there 
any thing ſuperfluous in it, but that it ex- 
actly anſwers the Pattern of the Primitive 
and Apoſtolical Church it ſelf, as near as 
tis poſſible for a National Church to do it; 
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inſomuch, that they who truly believe all 
that ſhe teaches, and practice all that ſhe 
requireth, may be as Pure and Holy as any 
of the firſt Chriſtians, or the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves were, or can be, fo long as they con- 
tinue in the Church Militant here on Earth; 
and therefore inſtead of making ſuch frivo- 
lous and groundleſs Exceptions againſt our 
Church, do but you ſincerely believe, and 
live as you are there taught, and Vou'll be 
as Pure and Holy as you need to be upon 
Earth, and as happy as you can hope to be 
ever in Heaven —— But ſtill, the greateſt 
Danger that People are in of being perverted 
or ſeduced into Error, Hereſie, Schiſm or 
Superſtition, is from their own Luſts and 
Paſſions, which either corrupt or over- power 
their Judgments, and then carry them head» 
long into any thing that ſeems to gratify 
their prevailing Humours; eſpecially the 
Love of this World, the Hopes of getting 
or the Fear of loſing ſomething in it, com- 
monly ſtifles all rhe Senſe that People have 
of Religion, or elſe puts them upon acting 
contrary to it. This our Lord himſelf ob- 
ſerves, where he tells us, that the Care of 
this World, and the deceitfulneſs of Riches, 
choak the Word, and make it become unfruit- 
ful, Mar. xiii. 22. Demas hath forſaken me, ſaith 
St. Paul, having lov'd this preſent World, % 
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Tim. iv. 10. There have been many ſuch 
Demas's in all Ages, who out of love to this 


World, and preferring it before the Favour 


of God and their own Eternal Happineſs, 
have Apoſtatiz'd not only from the true 
Religion to a falſe one, but from all Reli- 
gion to one at ad; and verily it is no 
wonder ; for the Love of Money, as St. Paul 
ſaith, zs the Reot of all Evil, 1 Tim. vi. 10. 
and therefore muſt needs be inconſiſtent 
with the Love of God, the chiefeſt of all 
Goods, as St. John tells us, x John ii. 15. In- 


ſomuch, that whoſoever really loves the 


World, may be confident that he doth really 
love God ; and he that doth not really love 
God, will be eaſily tempted to leave his 


Service, whenſoever it comes into Compe- 


tition with that which he prefers before it. 
In a word then, Let me humbly pray and 
adviſe all that deſire in good Earneſt to be 
ſaved, that they would not content them- 
ſelves with being Members of the Church in 
general; nor yet with doing only ſome of 
thoſe things which ſhe requires of you; but 
truly and conſtantly to obſerve all and every 
one of thoſe Means which our Church, as 
have ſhewn, Adminiſtreth to you, and truſt 
and depend, as ye ought, upon the Promiſes 
of God, for the Aſſiſtance and Co-operation 
of his Holy Spirit with them ; and I dare 

allure 
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aſſure you in the Name, and in the Preſence 
of my Great Lord and Maſter Feſus Chriſt, 
you ſhall ſoon find them, by his Grace and 
and Bleſſing, effectual to the great Ends and 
Purpoſes for which they are Ordained, even 
to the enlightning of your Minds, te the 
regulating of your Paſſions, to the confirm- 
ing of your Faith, to the mortiſying of your 
Luſts, and to the making you real and true 
Saints, ſincerely Pious towards God ; Loyal 
to our Sovereign, Juſt and Charitable to- 
wards all Men: By which Means ye will be 
fitted and qualified, not only for the Pardon 
of your Sins by the Blood of Jeſus, but like- 
wiſe for Heaven and Eternal Glory: ſo that 
when ye depart out of this World, ye will 
be admitted into the Bleſſed Society of the 
Holy Angels, and the Spirits of jaſt Men 
made perfect, where you will live with God 
himſelf, and laud and magnifie his Great and 
Glorious Name, both for his continuing his 
Church to you, and for his adding you to his 
Church that ye might be ſaved, by the Merits 
and Mediation of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt: To whom with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory now 
and for ever. -Amen, e 
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AN 
EXHORTATION 
T.0 


Such as Separate from, or refuſe 
holding Communion with 


the Eftabliſh'd Church. 


UR Bleſſed Saviour, who does eaſi- 
ly pardon involuntary Errors and 


Miſtakes, and forbids his Mem- 

bers to deſpiſe or reject one ano- 
ther for them, does impute a heavy Guilt 
ro thoſe that go about to break or divide 
the Unity of his Body. There is no one 
thing that is oftner, nor ſo often command- 
ed, inculcated, intreated, and pray'd for by 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, than that all 
Chriſtians ſhou'd be ove, and as Members of 
the fame Body: And on the other Side, no 
Sin that is more ſeverely forbidden, repre- 
ſented as more miſchievous, nor more ter- 
ribly threatned, than Diviſions, Schiſms, 
Separations, and whatſoever breaks the ſaid 
Unity. St. Paul does not only reckon ſuch 

N things 
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things as-undoubted Signs of a carnal Mind 
x Cor. iii. 3, 4. but alſo when he gives a 
Roll or Catalogue of the Sins which are cer- 
tainly damning, which they that practice, ſball 
not inherit the Kingdom of God, Gal. v. 19, 
20, 21. ſuch as Adultery, Drunkenneſs, &c. 
he reckons among the reſt, zous , aiplocs, 
which we render, Seditions, Herefies, This 
laſt is the Name which he commonly gives 
to Diviſions. Since his Time indeed, that 
Word has been uſed to denote falſe Doctrines 
in the Fundamentals of Faith : But he never 
means any thing elſe by it, but Parties, Facti- 
ons, Sects or Diviſions. One plain Inſtance in 
what ſenſe he takes it, is in x Cor. xi. 18, 19. 
where what are call'd Diviſſons in one Verſe 
are call'd Hereſies in the other. Let any one 
read this Text for the Meaning of the Word; 
and then let him turn back again to Gal. v. 
19. where Adultery, Murder and Hereſies are 
declar d ſubject to the ſame Condemnation, 
of Excluſion from God's Kingdom. The 
Sinfulneſs of Schiſm is ſo plainly, fully and 
frequently ſet forth by our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, that there are no Chriſtian 
Writers or Teachers of any Church what- 
ever, but what do, if they are requir'd to 
ſpeak; own that it is in its Nature a mortal 
Sin: Even the Leaders of Schiſmatical Con- 
gregations dare not deny it: If they did, — 

E 4 would 
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would be convicted of denying plain Scripture, 
But as A. Bp. 7i/orſfon does ſomewhere oblerve 
of the Popiſh Preachers, that tho' they do 
own in their Writings and Diſputes with the 
Proteſtants, that Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life is neceſſary to the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, yet in their Diſcourſes to their 
People they ſay ſo much of Confeſſion to a 
Prieſt, Sc. and fo little of Amendment of 
Life, that the People think all of the one 
and little of the other : fo there are ſeveral 
Teachers who among all the Sins that they 
forewarn their People of, do ſo ſeldom Preach 
againſt Schiſm and Diviſion, ſo ſeldom quote 
thoſe Places of Scripture that ſet forth the 
Guilt of it; and when they do, do touch 
that point fo tenderly, that the People, if 
they do not truſt their own Eyes in read- 
ing God's Word and taking it altogether, 
are apt to forget that Schiſm is any Sin at 
all; or at moſt they conceive of it as of a 
little one. All the Chriſtians near our Sa- 
viours Time had a quite contrary Senti- 
ment. They, when they gather'd up into 
one ſhort draught or Creed the moſt fun- 
damental and neceſſary Truths that they 
were to hold, put in this for one, 7 beleive 
the Holy Catholic Church and the Communion 
of Saints, i. e. I own the Univerſal Church, 
and that all Chriſtians in it ought to hold 
F 1 Wa: Com- 
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Communion one with another: For the Word 
Saints, is in Scripture, and all other old 
Chriſtian Books, uſed as another Word for 
Chriſtians; and the Communion of Saints, 
means nothing elſe in the Creed, but the 
Communion of Chriſtians. He then that 
believes other things to be Duties, and this 
to be none, ought when he repeats the Creed, 
to ſay, I believe all the Reſt of it; but I 
do not own the Communion of Saints as any 
Article of Chriſtian Faith. The Sinfulneſs 
then of Schiſm in general will not bear a 
Diſpute ; and all People that ſeparate do, if 
they be forc'd to ſpeak, own, as I faid, 
Schiſm to be a great Sin: But then they 
ſay withall that their Separation is not Schiſm 
in the Scripture Senſe, becauſe the Church 
from which they have. ſeparated is ſuch as 
from which one ought to ſeparate: And 
the reaſon that is uſually given of the Ne- 
ceſſity of a Separation of one from another, 
is, that one Party holds Tenets and Opi- 
nions which the other cannot aſſent to, or 
Adminiſters ſome of the Divine Offices in 
ſuch Ways as the other does not approve: 
but takes the Opinions to be Errors, and 
the ſaid Adminiſtrations to be grounded on 
thoſe Errors —— The Matter then to be 
inquir'd into, is, whether theſe Opinions 
which are jadg'd to be Errors, be ſuch 2 
15 . | 0 
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do overthrow the Foundation of Chriſtian 
Faith : For if they be ſuch, the Plea muſt be 
allowed. Falſe Doctrines in the Funda- 
mentals of Religion do put a bar to our 
Communion with thoſe that teach 'em : 
But if they be not ſuch, we have a plain 
Direction and Order from St. Paul to bear 
with one another, to receive one another, 
to Communion notwithſtanding Differences 
in them, and not. to judge or deſpiſe one 
another for them. He has a Diſcourſe pur- 
poſely on this ſubject: It begins Rom. xiv. r. 
He continues it thro all that Chapter, and 
to v. 8. of the next. He inſtances in Men 
holding contrary Sides in the Diſputes which 
troubled the Church at that Time he both 
begins and ends that Diſcourſe with a poſi- 
tive Command, that they receive one another 
notwithſtanding them; and he plainly means 
(as whoever reads the whole Place will 
obſerve) to Communion as Brethren; - and 
not only to live in Peace and Quietneſs 
with one another; for this laſt they were 
to do with the Heathens who were their 
Neighbours. He orders thoſe of them that 


were politive, and ſure that their Opinion 


was the Right, to content themſelves with 
that fu! Jerſwaſion of their own Mind, and 
to take it for granted, that they are not 
bound to bring all the Reſt over to their 
Opinion ; 
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Opinion; nor yet to forſake their Commu- 
nion, if they will not ſo be brought, v. 22. 
Haſt thou Faith? (Faith here ſignifies that 
full Perſwaſion of Mind mention'd before at 
v. 5. Have it to thy ſelf before God. He wou'd 
have em be fo modeſt as to think at the 
ſame time, that others as good as they might 
yet continue of the other Opinion; he ſhews, 
Ch. xv. v. 5, 6, that they may notwith- 
ftanding theſe Differences, with one Mind 
and one Mouth glorifie God: And whereas 
he Prays there that they may be (as we 
tranſlate it in Engliſh) /ike-minded one to- 
ward another : «Thoſe Phraſes of lite minded 
and oxe-mind do not import that they that thus 
joyn in glorifying God, muſt of neceſſity be 
all of one Opinion in diſputable Matters : 
for it has been all along his Scope to ſhew, 
that they might well enough do that tho' 
each did keep his ſeveral Opinion in thoſe 
Things : But thoſe Phraſes denote only that 
they ſhould do it «nanimouſly, (which is the 
proper rendering of the Word 6:4aWucy,: 
and that which St. Paul generally means by 
the Word aim gecrew, as Bp. Stilling fleet 
has * ſhewn by Inſtances ) And they might 
be unanimous in gloritying God, tho' they 
were not all of a Mind as to Meats, Days, &. 


* Unreaſanableneſs of Separation, Pt. 2. K. 19. 
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fince in the main Matters they were all of 
a Mind. And tho St. Paul there does in- 
ſtance only i in the Diſputes about Meats and 
Drinks and Days, Sc. yet the Tenour of 
his Diſcourſe and the Reaſon he gives a- 
gainſt ſeparating for them, do reach to all 
Differences that are not fundamental : For 
that which he ſays, The Kingdom of God is 
wot Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs, &c. 

is applicable to any Opinions that are not of 
the Foundation. The Kingdom of God or 
Subſtance of Religion, does not conſiſt in 
Things: And as he ſays, For Meat deſtroy 

not the Work of God; we may fay of ſuch 
Opinions, Do not for ſuch Things deſtroy 
that Unity, which Chriſt has made ſo Eſſen- 
tial to his Church. But it is otherwiſe of 
the fundamental Articles of our Faith; for 
in them the Aingdom of God does conſiſt. If 
any one do hold or practice Idolatry or the 
Worſhip of any but the True God, or fo 
deny the Divinity of Chriſt or his Death 
for our Sins, or the Neceſſity of Repentance 
and a good Life, or the Belief of the Reſur- 
reAion and Judgment to come, the Apoſtle 
wou'd never have bid us receive ſuch, or 
hold Communion with them : But there are, 
beſides thoſe that hold ſuch Doctrines per- 
nicious to the Foundation, abundance of 


rie that hold the ſame Faith in all 
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fundamental Points, who do vet live in Di- 
viſions and Separation, diſowning and re- 
nouncing one another's Communion. Tis 
pity but theſe ſhou'd be reducd to the 
Unity which Chriſt's Body requires. Now 
there is no other way in the World to effect 
this, but only that which the Apoſtle here 
preſcribes, viz. that they receive one another 
notwithſtanding the different Opinions they 
may hold about leſſer Matters. There have 
other ways been tryed, ways of humane 
Policy, but all with wretched ſucceſs: They 
have been tryed with ſo much obſtinacy, as 
almoſt to ruin the Church. The Church 
of Rome has tryed to reduce all Men to 
Unity by forcing them to be all of one 
Opinion, and to ſubmit their Judgments to 
her Dictates; ſome of which are things 
which the Scripture teaches not, and ſome 
directly contrary to it. They uſe to this 
purpoſe, firſt, Diſputations; and when that 
will not do, then Fire and Faggot, or other 
Cruelties. We have liv'd to ſee what ty- 
ranous, unchriſtian and bloody Work a 
Neighbour Prince has made to bring all his 
Subjects to be of one Religion (as he calls 
it) i. e. all of one Opinion, in all things 
deliver'd by that Church; which has been 
far from limiting her ſelf to fundamental 
Articles; And we have ſeen the 1 : 
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He has made ſome Hypocrftes and Apoſtates, 
who do upon all occaſions ſhew the regret 
of their Conſcience; ſome Refugees and 
ſome Martyrs. This way therefore of bring- 
ing People to Glorifying God unanimouſly, 
by drawing up a Set of particular Opinions, 
and forcing all Men to ſubſcribe to them, 
is no ſucceſsful way: It requires of Men 
what God in Scripture never requires. It 
has filled the World with Blood and En- 
mity, and has made Chriſtendom a Sham- 
bles. St. Paul with all his Apoſtolical Autho- 
rity does not, we ſee, require it, but ſays, 
in ſuch things let each be fully perſwaded 
in his own Mind (meaning till one by rea- 
fon do convince the other, or be convinc'd 
by him) and in the mean time receive and 
own one another as Bretheren Ano- 
ther way that has been tried, is quite on 
the contrary, and runs to the other Ex- 
treme — It is this; They that are of diffe- 
rent Opinions in theſs leſſer Matters, ſay 
thus; We will not receive each other at all, 
7. e. not to any Chriſtian Communion ; and 
yet we will obtain the End that St, Paul 
wou'd have, viz. the ſetting forth the G/ory 
of God by another Way as good: ſince we 
are of this Opinion, and you of that, do 
you make one Church of Chriſt, and we 
will make another; We will own no Church 
a Commus 
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Communion with you, nor you with us: 
We will neither receive you, - nor deſire to 
be received by you; And yet we will live 
in peace, and try which ſhall come to Hea- 
ven ſooneſt. This one may call the Holland 
way of Chriſtianity: Not that the States 
of that Country do, I ſuppoſe, approve of 
this as beſt, or would have it ſo; but many 
people there fell into that way; and they 
have been imitated by another Nation, and 
as ſome do now fay, outdone in it. Hows 
ever that be, it is the moſt contrary to the 
Nature and Defign of Chriſtianity of any 
thing that could be deviſed. For Chriſt, as 
he is but one Head, never defign'd to have 
any more but one Body: Here we ſee al- 
ready two, totally diſtin, for they receive 
not one another. And obſerve the Conſe» 
quence of ſuch a Principle; They continue 
but a very little while before that in each 
of theſe Churches ſome Members differing 
from the reſt in Opinion about ſome new 
ſtarted Matter, make a ſub-diviſion as ne- 
ceſſary as the firſt Diviſion was. Then the 
Church which out of One became Two, 
out of Two is propagated to Four: and by 
the ſame Reaſon and by following on the 
fame Principle, there will quickly be Forty. 
Nay it is certain, and will be plain to any 
one that conſiders, that by driving that Prn- 

Ciple 
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ciple home, of making ſeparate Churches of 
all different Opinions, it will come to paſs 
at laſt that there will not be any Two Men 


of one Church: For if all things relating to 


Religion were to be canvaſt, there are not 
any Two Men in the World of the ſame 
Mind in all Things. The Fault therefore of 
this Way is evident. They are in the Right 
in ſuppoſing that there will always be va- 
riety of Opinions, and that tis in vain to 
think by any force to prevent it: but to 
think that the Number of Churches muſt 
hold pace with the Number of Opinions, 
is a miſtake of wretched conſequence; It 
makes Chriſt's Church, which ſhou'd be a 
compacted Body, a Rope of Sand; It per- 
petuates for ever thoſe ſtrifes and janglings 
about Opinions, which in one Communion 
wou'd quickly ceaſe: for each Party when 
they have thus taken Sides, will always ſtrive 
to juſtify their own Side. It is that which 
the ancient Chriſtians call, zhe ſetting up Al. 
tar againſt Altar; It gives ſo advantageous 
a Handle to the Common Enemy, that he 
deſires no other, to ruin any Church that 
is ſo divided into Parties. St. Paul well ap- 
prehended the Conſequence of ſuch Divid- 
ings, when he beſought the Corinthians 1 Cor. 
i. 10. by the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


that they would not admit of any ſuch 
Method; 


— 
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Method; and when he entreated the Chri- 


ſtians at Rome, Rom. xvi. 17. that if any one 
among them did go about ſuch a practice, 
the effect ſhou'd be, that every one of em 
ſhou'd avid him. In a word, where Chri- 
ſtianity is in this ſtate, it is in the next de- 
gree to diſſolution; and whereas the Propo- 
ſegs or Defenders of this Courſe do ſay, We 
may live in peace, tho? we do renounce one 
another's Communion in Religion ; This is 
neither practicable for any long time, nor is 
it ſufficient for a Chriſtian's purpoſe. Not 
practicable : for as our Saviour has ſaid, a 
Houſe ſo divided cannot ſtand; fo we ſee by 
Experience the Heart burnings and Hatred 
and Emulations and bitter Zeal which the 
ſeparate Parties do always ſhew one againſt 
another. Not ſufficient ; becauſe Chriſt re- 
quires that all his Diſciples ſhould be as Bre- 
thren, and as Limbs of the fame Body, which 
is more than outward peace and quietneſs. 
The Heathen Neighbour Cities,that worſhip'd 
ſeveral Gods, wou'd ſometimes make a League 
of Peace, and ſay, Do you worſhip your God 
and we will worſhip ours, without medling 
with one another's Religion : but 'tis horrible 
ſo to divide Chriſt. It remains therefore, 
that there is no other way to Anſwer the 
deſign of Chriſt, than that Chriſtians of the 
ſame Faith do hold INS and receive 
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one another, notwithſtanding their various 
Opinions. And it any one object againſt 
his joyning with the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
where he lives, that he is of one Opinion, 
and they of another in many things, He 
needs only to mind, that this is the very Cale, 
that St. Paul was here ſpeaking of, when he 
bids 'em receive one another. They that he 
ſpeaks to, were likewiſe of different Opi- 
nions : and twas on occaſion of ſuch diffe- 


rence that he gives em this Command of 


not Separating for em. 

There are Two things that naturally fol- 
low from what has been ſaid. 

One is, that in far the greateſt Number of 


the divided Churches and Parties that are 


in Chriſtendom, the Sin, the Miſchief and 
the Danger to their Souls does not conſiſt 
ſo much in the. Tenets and Opinions for 
which they differ, as in the Diviſions which 
they make for them, the Separations, the 
mutual Excommunications or- renouncing of 
one another s Communion. This | conceive 
to be fo clear a Truth, that whereas, if I 
had a Friend or Brother, or any one for 
whoſe eternal Good l were moſt concerned, 
that difter'd in ſome ſuch Opinions from the 
Church where he liv'd, and as I thought; 
from the Truth, and yet did reſolve and 
declare (as the old Engliſb Puritans —_ 

tnart 
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that he wou'd make no Diſturbance or Se- 
paration; I ſhou'd think it a Thing of no 
great conſcquence whether ever his Opinion 
were rectify d or not; yet if I found that 
he was inclin'd to ſeparate, I ſhou'd think 
labour ought to be taken, as for his Life, 
to hinder that. . 4811 

The other is, that thoſe Churches which 
do impoſe Terms of Communion, (1 mean 
of Lay-Communion ) the feweſt Subſcrip- 
tions or indeed none at all to any Doct- 
tines, beſides the Fundamental Doctrines of 
Chriſtian Faith, have in that reſpe&t the 
beſt and moſt excellent Conſtitution. It 
is fitted' for the fulfilling of this Com- 
mand of the Apoſtle, and to do otherwiſe 
is to refuſe what he preſcribes, viz. of re- 
cerving one that is weak in the Faith. For 
ſuppoſing thoſe DoQtrines to be true, yet 
he may think otherwiſe: and then he can- 
not be received without affirming what is 
in his Conſcience a Falſhood. He 1s there- 
fore rejected, and as far as that Church 
can go, loſt; whereas if he had been receiv'd 
without ſuch a Condirion, he might either 
have learned better in time; or if he had 
not, that Error wou'd not finally have much 
hurt him: For it is ſuppos d to be no Fun- 
damental one, nor would it have hurt 
the Church; for he is ſuppos'd to be one 
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that defir'd to be receiv'd, and that wou'd 
not have made any Schiſm for it. I do not 
pretend to know the Hiſtory of the Conſti- 
tutions of the many Churches that now 
are: But of all that I do know, the Church 
of England is in this reſpect the beſt Con- 
ſtituted. That Church requires of a Lay- 
man no Declaration, Subſcription or pro- 
feſſion, but only of the Baptiſmal Covenant. 
Any perſon when he is Baptiz d, muſt by 
himſelf, if he be of age, by his Sponſors, if 
an Infant, profeſs to renounce the Devil and 
all Wickedneſs, to believe the Creed, and 
to keep God's Commandments. There is 
nothing requir'd after this to his full Com- 
munion, ſave that he learn, and anſwer to 
the Queſtions of a very ſhort Catechiſm. 
No body can in other Matters compel him 
to ſubſcribe the Opinions which the Church 
thinks trueſt, nor to recant thoſe which 
he thinks trueſt. 575 | 
The fame that has been faid of different 
Opinions in Doctrinal Points not Fundamen- 
tal, may be apply'd to the ſeveral Ways of 
ordering the Publick Worſhip, Prayers, Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments, &c. Of 
which Ways it does as naturally fall out 
that ſome do like one beſt, and ſome ano- 
ther, as it does of the foreſaid different Opi- 
nions, that ſome thiak one true, and ſome 
| the 
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the other. The fame Rule for avoiding of 
Schiſm muſt therefore be applied here as 
there: only with this difference; of thoſe 
Opinions there was no neceſlity that the 
Man I ſpoke of ſhou'd be requird to aſſent 
to ſuch as the Generality thought the trueſt : 
but here the Nature of the Thing requires 
that if he hold Communion, he muſt joyn 
in the Prayers and other Service. I mult 
divide the Difficulties that may ariſe upon 
this into Two Caſes, 

One Man does not apprehend any thing 
ſinful, unlawful or erroneous in any of the 
Prayers or Service: but yet he likes ſome 
other Ceremonies, Orders, and ways of Wor- 
ſhip that are uſed in ſome other Natians 
or Churches better then he does thoſe of 
his own ; And therefore he holds it lawful, 
and uſeful for Spiritual Advancement, to ga- 
ther togerher a Number of Men of a like 
Taſt and Reliſh with himſelf, and make a 
ſeparate Body by themſelves. Now ſuch a 
one muſt have but a very little and flight 
Senſe of the Sin of Schiſm; Scandalouſly 
little; for either he has not read what the 
Scripture ſays of it; or elſe Dulneſs or 
Prejudice has taken off the Edge of his Ap- 
prehenſion ; ſo as that he felt nothing at the 
Reading of thoſe earneſt and moving Paſſa- 
ges of our Sayiour and the Apoſtles on 
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that Subject. To confeſs the Orders and 
Service of a Church to be lawful, and to 
joyn in em perhaps ſome times, and 
yet to foment the Miſchief of Schiſm, un- 
der which all Chriſtendom, eſpecially the 
Proteſtant Religion, and particularly the 
State of Religion in England and Holland 
does now groan and gaſp! and all this for 
a Guſt, a Flavour, a Humour, an itching Ear 
pleas'd with this or that Mode of Preaching, 
Praying, &c. To divide the Body of Chriſt 
out of mere Wantonneſs! what anſwer will 
ſuch a One make at the laſt Day for hav- 
ing made fo light of that on which the 
Word of God has laid ſuch a Streſs 2 St. Paul 
intreats by the Conſolation in Chriſt, by the 
Comfort of Love, by the Fellowſhip of the Spi- 
rit, by all Bowels and Mercies, that Chriſti- 
ans ſhou'd be unanimous : Is it then a matter 
of ſmall moment to divide 'em into Sides, 
Parties and ſeveral Bodies? 

Indeed *tis no new or ſtrange Thing at 
all, that among various Ceremonies, Forms 
and Methods of ordering Church Matters 
one ſhou'd like one beſt, and one another; 
this ever was and ever will be: But yet 
in the Primitive Times, if any Man or 
Number of Men went about upon that pre- 
tence to ſet up a ſeparate Party from the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church of that Place, it made 
the 
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the Chriſtians tremble to hear of ſuch a 
Thing: And all the Neighbouring Churches 
(for then they all kept a Correſpondence 
and Communion with one another) did uſe 
to ſend notice of their Abhorrence of ſuch 
Separatiſts, and renounc'd any Communion 
with em during their Schiſm, and never 
were at eaſe till they had reſtored Unity. 
They had had indeed various Uſages in the 
Churches of ſeveral Countries: But a Chri- 
ſtian of Africa, if he came to Greece, com- 
plied with the Grecias Ceremonies, tho? he 
might like his own better. Or if it happen'd 
otherwiſe, that he lik'd thoſe of Greece bet- 
ter than his own ; yet upon his return home 
he ſubmitted to the Rules and Cuſtoms of 
his own Church, and did not ſet up a new 
Sect, out of a Pride that he had learn'd a 
better Way. It he thought it was better, 
or if it really were ſo, yet to make a Sepa- 
ration for it, did ten times more Miſchief 
then that Amendment cou'd recompence, 

The Church of England do's declare thus 
concenring the Rules and Ceremonies which 
they have order'd. * In theſe our doings we 
condemn na other Nations, nor preſcribe any 
thing but to our own People only: For we think 


—c 


* Preface to the Book of Common-Prayer. 
F 4 a 


_ - - * — e = = = : = = \ \ - l \ 

r + ww 7 

— 2 I N _— — £ ; wile — — — - 
— WP: -- . p - 


TE 
OY 


| 
| 
| 


r + — 28 
2 „„ — 
* _ — . 


72 To ſuch as renounce 


it convenient, that every Country ſhowd uſe 


ſuch Ceremonies as they ſhall think beſt to 


the ſetting forth of God's Honour and Glory, 
and to the reducing the People to godly Liv- 
ing, &c. and that they fhou'd put away other 
things, which from time to time they perceive 
to be moſt abuſed; as in Mens Ordinances it 
often chances diverſly in divers Countries. 
They ſay moreover, The keeping or omittin 

a Ceremony, in it ſelf conſider d, is but a ſmal 

Thing : but the wilful and cantemptuous Tranſ- 


greſſon and breaking of a Common Order and 


Diſcipline is no ſmall Offence before God, This 
plainly ſhews, that they wou'd not approve 
of a Schiſm, that ſhou'd be ſet up in any 
other Church, tho' it were for the introduce 
ing of thoſe Ways of Worſhip which they 
have preſcribed. And many of the chiefeſt 
Men of other Proteſtant Churches have made 
the like Declaration on their ſide. This is 
the ancient Way of a Catholick Correſpon- 
dence and Unity between the Churches. 
They do all judge thus, that in thoſe various 
Ways of managing the Publick Worſhip, 
tho' one may think one the beſt, and ano- 
ther another; yet that the worſt of em 
with Unity is better than the beſt without 
it, This may be explain'd by a Compari- 
ſon taken from Temporal Affairs: There 
are in ſeveral Nations ſeveral Forms of State- 


Govern- 
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Government : One is rul'd by Monarchy, 
another by a Senate, others by more popu- 
lar Ways. It is common for Men of Read- 
ing, or Travel, or Converſation, to dif- 
courſe of theſe Ways. One likes one beſt, 
and another another: And ſo far there is 
no harm done, becauſe each of them re- 
ſolves as yet, that which ſoever he likes beſt, 
he will live quietly under that where he is 
plac'd. But if one of theſe, who lives un- 
der either of theſe Forms, do go about to 
draw a Party after him and ſay, We will live 
no longer under this Form of Government We 
know a better Way and we will ſet up that, He 
is now turn'd a Traitor, and ſuch Proceed- 
ings are juſtly term'd Faction. Now what 
Faction is in the State, that is Schiſm in 
the Church, viz. an unjuſt Oppoſition to 
Authority : The one to Chriſt's Civil Au- 
thority derivd upon our Magiſtrates, the 
other to his Spiritual Authority deriv'd upon 
our Biſhops and Eccleſiaſtical Governors. 

What I quoted juſt now of the Declaration 
of the Church of England in reſpect to Fo- 
reign Churches, does viſibly ſhew the Mi- 
ſtake of thoſe that argue, that we cannot 
count thoſe among us that ſeparate Schiſma- 
. ticks; but that we ſhall by ſo doing condemn 
thoſe Foreign Proteſtant Churches, which 
differ from us in ſome of the fame Cere. 
| | monieg 
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monies as the Diſſenters at Home do, of 
Schiſm likewiſe. God forbid we ſhould do 
that. It is not the uſe or diſuſe of this or 
that Ceremony, Order, &c. but it is the re- 
nouncing of Communion for ſuch uſe or diſ- 
uſe, that conſtitutes a Schiſmatick. Now 
we and the Foreign Proteſtant Churches do 
not do that: For one of us, whom Provi- 
dence ſhou'd bring into their Nation, would 
Communicate with them, tho their Cere- 
monies and Ways of Worſhip are not alto- 
gether the fame aS ours: And they, when 
they come hither, do the ſame with us. 
And ſuch Churches, or ſuch Chriſtians that 
are always ready to do fo, have always a 
Communion one with another, in Heart, in 
Purpoſe, in Inclination and Acknowledge- 
ment; which they are ready to bring into 
act by corporal Preſence and Joining, when 
Providence makes it practicable. And this 
is, or ought to be the Temper between all 
Churches that difter not in Eſſentials. Now 
this is the only Senſe in which that Saying 
is true, viz. That there is no Schiſm where the 
Differences are not in the Fundamentals of Re- 
ligion ; i. e. any Two Churches of different 
Nations are always ſuppoſed to be in Com- 
munion and not in a Schiſm , ſo long as 
they differ not in Fundamentals, becaule it 


is ſuppoſed that the Members of one of theſe 
wou'd 
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 woud (in caſe they were to travel into the 
other Nation) for Unity's ſake Communi- 
cate with thoſe other. But when People of 
the ſame Place, City, Pariſh, &c. do aftualy 
ſeparate and renonuce Communion with the 
Church when they are on the ſpot; this Plez 
cannot be us'd in their Caſe. To fay, theſe 
are not Schiſmaticks, becauſe they differ not 
in Fundamentals, is to put a new meaning 
on the Word Schiſm: They are not Here- 
ticks indeed (as the Church-Ule has now di- 
ſtinguiſh'd the ule of thoſe Words). But 
the Ponati fi, Novatians, &c. have been al- 
ways counted Schiſmaticks, tho they differ d 
not in Eſſentials. 

The other Difficulty 1 propos d to ſpeak 
of, is ſomething greater. There is a Man 
that thinks the Church holds ſome Errors; 
not Fundamental ones indeed ; But ſhe has 
brought theſe Errors into her publick Ser- 
vice in which he ſhou'd join. He wou'd 
not renounce a Church for holding thoſe 
Errors in diſputable Points, but he cannot 
join in Prayers to God, which are grounded 
on, and do ſuppole a Doctrine which he 
judges to be a falſe or miſtaken one.— Now 
ſuch a one acknowledges that this is not 
in Matters Fundamental : Suppoſe then that 
there be ſome particular Collects or Prayers, 
or Clauſes of Prayers, which he thinks to 

contain 


76 To ſuch as renounce 


contain a Miſtake in 'em; may he not join 
with his Brethren in the main, and omit 
the adding of his Amen to thoſe particular 
Clauſes, eſpecially ſince no Man requires of 
him to declare his Approbation of the Whole 
and every Part? Is not this more Chriſtian- 
like, than to fly to that dreadful Extremity 
of Separation, and total Diſowning, for a 
diſputable Point which may poſſibly be his 
own Miſtake? And if the Truth of the 
Matter be, that it is his own Miſtake, is 
there any likelier Way to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, than by continu- 
ing in the Body of the Church, where the 
Members, the faithful Chriſtians, do by mu- 
tual Edification help one another. See more 
of this in the late Biſhop of Worceſter's Un- 
reaſonableneſs of Separation, Part 2. Sed. 19. 
Which Book if the Reader will pleaſe to 
conſult, he will have no farther need of 
any Arguments againſt Separation, and will 
be abundantly ſatisfied what little Ground 
there is for thoſe popular Cavils and Ex- 
ceptions, which too often prevail with ſome 
honeſt, but leſs thinking Men to forſake 
our Communion. Among ſuch Exceptions 
none is more frequently urg'd than that of 
Popery in reſpect of the Worſhip of the Church 
of England; that tho' our Religion was re- 
form'd with infinite Pains and Labour — | 
well. 
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well as the utmoſt Peril of thoſe that under- 
took it: That tho' it coſt many Martyrs 
their Lives, and wou'd have made the Crown 
to ſhake, had it not been ſecure by an Om- 
nipotent Hand, and All-ſeeing Providence, 
yet that all this ſhou'd be done for nothing, 
and that we are not, it ſeems, got out of 
Babylon yet. It is ſomewhat ſtrange, that 


God ſhou'd ſuffer our Reformers, who were 


ſo ſincere and Honeſt, who ſpared no Pains, 
and feared no Danger to purge the Houſe of 
God, to retain ſo much of the old Leaven 
as makes it unſafe for all good Chriſtians to 
partake in fuch Worſhip: And it is ſtrange 
that the Papiſts ſhou'd be ſuch mortal Ene- 
mies to the Church of England, which, as 
pretended, is ſo near a-Kin to Rome, and yet 
look ſo kindly upon our new thorough Re- 
formers. But I wou'd deſire theſe Men to tell 
me what Point of Popery is {till retained in 
the Doctrine, Government and Diſcipline of 
our Church? O! fay they, that is quickly 
done; the very Office of Biſhops is a Re» 
lick of Popery: And if this be ſo, then the 
whole Chriſtian Church, from the very firſt 
Inſtitution of it, has been Popiſhly affected; 
for if we will allow the Apoſtles to have had 
an Epiſcopal Power and Authority, we find 
no Chriſtian Church without Biſhops, till the 
Reformation, that is, for Fifteen Hundred 

| Years, 
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Years, and I confeſs I never thought Popery 
cou d have pleaded ſuch Antiquity, and early 
Preſcription. That Supreme and Sovereign 
Power which the Biſhop of Rome challenges 
over all other Biſhops and ſecular Princes, 
nay, that uncontroulable Authority he chal- 
lenges over the Laus of God and inſtituti- 
ons of our Saviour, tochange and alter them 
by his infallible Decrees, when he pleaſes ; 
his abſolute Power to forgive Sins, and to 
diſpoſe of Heaven and Hell, is, no doubr, the 
Perfection of that Apoſtacy, which was fore; 
told ſhou'd happen in the latter Days; and-if 
our Biſhops challenge any ſuch Power to 
themſelves, I will own them to be Antichri- 
ſtian and Popiſh : But we may fee what ad- 
mirable Reformers thoſe are like to make, 
who know not how to diſtinguiſh between an 
Apoſtolical Office and Antichriſtian Uſurpa- 
tions.— | | * 
But the Common. Prayer- Book is Popiſh : 
I beleech you wherein? As it is a Form of 
Prayer? Then our Saviour taught Men Po- 
pery : For he taught his Diſciples to Pray 
by a Form: And the whole Book of Pſalms 
muſt be rank Popery, which conſiſts only 
of Forms of Prayer and Thankſgiving, com- 
poſed for the Uſe of the Temple. But are 
there any remains of Popiſh Worſhip in 
our Liturgy ? Arethere any Prayers to Saints 

or 
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or Angels, or the Virgin Mary? Are our 
Prayers conceal'd from us in an unknown 
Tongue? Do we not underſtand what we 
ſay, what Petitions we put up to God > Do 
you find the Sacrifice of the Maſs, or any 
Relicks of it in our Liturgy? Thanks be to 
God for our Reforming Biſhops and Martyrs, 
who purged our Worſhip from all theſe 
Abominations. But the Common Prayer- 
Book (we are oſten told) is taken out of the 
Maſs-Book, and therefore it is but Popery 
ſtill: This T will in part grant, but deny the 
Conſequence : For every Thing in the Maſs- 
Book was not Popery, unleſs you will fay, 
that the Creed, Ten Commandments, and 
Lord's Prayer are parts of Poperx. 
The plain Caſe is this, you muſt conſiden 
the Church of Rome as a true Church cor- 
rupted, and degenerated from its Primitive 
Inſtitutions; for we mult acknowledge, that 
the Church of Rome was not inferior in all 
Gifts and Graces to the moſt eminent 
Churches in the World, in the Apoſtles Days, 
and ſeveral Ages after. And therefore no 
wonder if in its greateſt Degeneracy it re. 
tained ſome ſmall Remains of its ancient 
Piety and Devotion, which was buried in the 
midſt of Rubbiſh and Idolatrous Superſtitions; 
Conſider then what the proper Work of a 
Reformer muſt be? To pull up Root and 
Branch , 
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Branch; to pull up the Wheat with the Tares? 
This wou'd not be to reform a corrupt 
Church, but to make a new one : This wou'd 
be to cut of the found with the rotten Mem- 
bers; and is like pulling down a well-con- 
ſtituted Government, to correct Abuſes: 1 
pray God preſerve us from ſuch Reformers 
as theſe. In a word, if theſe Men who ac- 
cuſe the Church of England of Popery, can 
ſhew any Thing practiſed among us, which 
is peculiar to Popery, which cannot be ju- 


| ſifted by the Precepts and Examples of Scri- 


pture, and the firſt and pureſt Churches: I 
will heartily join with them in calling for 
a Reformation. In the mean time I would 
deſire them to conſider, that they do Popery 
too much Reputation, by giving up the 
Church of England to it, and make the 
Name of Popery a leſs formidable Thing, 
when it is thus indifferently apply'd to a 
corrupt and to a reform'd Church. I wiſh 
with all my Soul they were half ſo free from 
Popith Principles and Practices in Matters of 
Civil Government, as the Church of Exg-+ 
land is from a Popiſh Worſhip.-—Thoſe that 
deſire farther Satisfaction about the Excel- 
lency of our Church, and to ſee the Diſſen- 
ters Objections more fully anſwer' d, may 


conſult the Apologies that the French _ 
| at 
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ſtant Churches make for it, as publih'd by 
Mr. Bingham, | "(130100 3 (1,90 
But to ſay no more in confutation of 
ſuch popular Exceptions as are generally 
made to-the Worſhip of the Church of Bug- 
land, it much concerns every good and con- 
ſcientious Perſon to conſider withal what 
the Authority of the Church is, whereof: he 
is a Member, and whether it be not his in- 
diſpenſible Duty not raſhly to determine any 
Thing to be Falſe or Unlawful which our 
Spiritual Governors have determin'd to be 
True or Lawful: For we are bound by the 
Law of Chriſtian Modeſty to conclude, that 
they having a larger Proſpect of Things 
than we, and greater Advantages of enquir- 
ing into them, are far more capable Judges 
of what is True and Lawful, and conſequent- 
ly, tho we may poſſibly have ſome little 
Probability that their Opinion is falſe, or their 
Command unlawful, yet we ought not to 
determine it ſo, unleſs it be in ſuch plain and 
evident Caſes, as do not only outweigh the 
Probability of their Opinions, but the Au- 
thority of them too: Wherefore in Caſes of 
a doubtful Nature, tis both modeſt and fate 
o ſubſcribe to the Judgment of our Supe- 
riors; becauſe in ſo doing we have not only 
dur own Ignorance to excuſe, but their Au- 
hority to warrant us, and if we ſhou'd hap- 
dt pen 
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pert to be in the Wrong through our Mo- 
deſty and Humility, twill be ſafer for us, 
| — to be in the Right through our pride ö 
and Self. conceit. But perhaps the probabi. , 

lity of our Side may be fo great, or at leaſt © , 
ſeem fo to us, that notwithſtanding we give ! 
all due Reſpect and Deference to her Autho- <« 
8 

I 

J 


rity , we cannot forbear | doubting of the 
lawfulneſs of her Conditions of Communion: 
If fo, then 'tis to be conſider d, that tis as 
much our Duty to obey the Commands of ,, 
our Spiritual Govern” in Things that are ill ; 
lawful, as not ro obey them in Things that WW 
are unlawful ; and therefore if we only doubt 1 

m 

a 


whether her: Commands be lawful or no, 
our Doubt ought to make us as fearful of 
Diſobey ing as it doth of Obey ing them, be- 
cauſe the danger of Sinning is on both Sides 
equal: And therefore in this Caſe, wherein 
I am neceſſitated to determine my ſelf one 
way or other, it is doubtleſs my Duty to 
determine on that Side, which makes moſt 
for: the Church's Security and Peace, which 
next to the Honour of God and the Salvation 
of Souls, ought to be preferred above" al 
Things; and which conſequently, if it be of 
any Weight with me, muſt neceſſarily turn 
the Scale of my Choice: And wherher to 
obey or diſobey be moſt for the Church's 
Peace, is very eaſie to be determin d. The 

Sum 
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Sum of all then is this, That tis our Duty 
to continue in ſtrict Obedience to ànd Cotn- 
munion with that particular Church where. 
of we are Members, ſo long as it _— — 
nothing that is plainly, and GR 

ful alias if either we cannot; Judge ofthe 
Sinfulneſs or Lawſulneſs — Contlitionk 
of Communion, or dd only doubt of their 
Lawfulneſs, we are obliged to ſubmit to her 
Judgment and Authority, and not t fepa- 
rate from her till upon an ĩmpartial E 
anto-the!Reaſons-of- both Bides, weiars 


Men to fc parute from the Church Com. 
munionlupomlittle Piqotspuntertain:Scrdples 
and blind Prejudices, sa very great f ani 
dangerous” din againſt the'Golpel] a and was 
always ſo2dccounted//4iv the pureſt Ages! of 
Chriſtianity?! Is it mot tien u lamentable 
Conſideration, that this: din of Schiſm ſhuwd 
fo much prevail, and yet be ſo little taken 


this that makes it the more difficult to re- 
pent of tlie Sin of Schiſm in England, than 
tis any where elſe: For the commonneſs of 
any Sim does in unthinking Minds wonder- 
lly abate the Senſe of the Guile of it: 
Thus Drunkenneſs when become almoſt Uni- 
verſal, one can hardly perſuade an ordinary 
Man that it is a Thing that will bring Dam- 
G 2 nation 
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convinc d that chey are Sinſul: So that for 


Notice of > Indeed, to ſpeak the Truth, tis 


u 
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vation on his Soul; becauſe he ſees almoſt ill 
all the "Neighbourhood, and among them r 
ſuch a Gentleman, or ſuch a Lord, as much n 
concern'd in that as he. Tis certain this 
Humour of dividing is no where in the ¶ d 
World ſo common, as it is in [England (at 
leaſt if we except the Country that was be MW R 
fore ſpoken of in this Diſcourſe) nor the Sin of aj 
Schiſm ſo little feared, I mean of late Years. ¶ in 
The Reaſon why the ame Texts of Scripture of 
againſt; Schiſm, Diviſion, Hereſie, Sc. be 
read by the Proteſtants of other Nations, do 
create in their Minds a Horror of it, but be 
ing read by an Engliſhman do loſe their Force 
with him; is, becauſe he has been born and 
bred in a Nation where that is ſo common, 
and practiſed by Men that are in other 
Things fo conſcientious; that hec is apt to 
put any forcd Senſe on the Words, ratliet 
than think that that Text of St. Paul ſor Ex 
ample, Rom. xvi. 17. is to be taken as the Words 
ſound: Tho there is (if a Man deſire plait 
Scripture) not a plainer Text in the whole 
Bible. But alas! the Word of God and hs 
Law is not like human Laws, that it ſhoud 
loſe: its Edge by the multitude of Offenders: 
God will not puniſh any Sin leſs, I doubt be 
will puniſh it more, for having been a com 
mon or reigning Oc. 7 2810 . 
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Some People alſo have fo ſlightly conſider» 


oft ed the Commands of God, that they think 


nothing to be a Sin, but what they * pu- 


niſh'd by the ſecular Laws. And fo . 


ſome Chriſtian Nations (whereof 
does of late make one) have thou Oy e 
grant an Impunity to Schilmatichs for — 
Reaſons of State, and to tolerate (tho'“ not 
approve of) Churches or Societies renounc- 

ing Communion with the Eſtabliſhd Church 

of the Place; they are apt to think, that God 

alſo does allow of the fame ; Which will be 

true when God in his judgment will think 

fit to regulate himſelf by Statute Laws. But 

cr till that be, tis certain by God's Word, that 
and eit her ſuch a Church, or elſe thoſe that- re- 
on, nounce her Communion are Schiſmaticks: 
ther Either the one for giving juſt Cauſes to the 
t to others to ſeparate from Her; or elſe the o- 
ther thers for ſeparating without juſt Cauſe. "Tis 
Ey certain alſo, that if any Church ſhou'd fo far 
ord comply with Realons of State or human 
plain Laws, as to teach, that Schiſm (however by 
ole them tolerated) is not Sin before God; this 
very Doctrine wou'd indeed be a good 
df Reaſon for any pious Chriſtian to —— 
from her. So groſs is that Notion, to think 
that Separation is therefore no Sin, becauſe 
Man's Laws may ſometimes forbear to ins 
dict oy. temporal Puniſhment. on it, - Bur 
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yet as groſs as it is, it is made to ſerve for 
an Excuſe to the Conſciences of many igno3 
rant People. Partly this Reaſon, and partly 
the commonneſs of the Sin have made, that 
many Men 5 Conſciences do no longer accuſe 
em for it. 

It were abyct'to bewiſt'd, that' thoſe whe 
are guilty of this Sin of ſeparating, word 
(beſides thoſe other Arguments. that have 
been offer'd) conſider how well ſome of their 
own Teachers have been known to argue 2. 
gainſt themſelves; and how ſtrongly and ſubs 
ftantially they have condemn'd this Practice 
of Eporiting, which they now perſuade and in- 
tice their People to, and tudy and fer them. 
ſelves to encourage, juſtiſie aha harden their 
People in. In the Vindication of the Presby- 
rial Government and Miniſtry, publiſh'd 
by the Minifters and Elders of London, met 
together in a Provincial Sy nod (as they call 
it) Nov. 2. 1649, we have the Presbyterzans 


ſpeaking of this Matter in the Words fol- 


Ning, to the Separatiſts (as they then cal. 
led them) of thoſe Times, that is, the Inde. 
pendants and Anabaptiſts, We beſeech and 
57 intreat you as Retten, to conſider what 
Sin it is to ſeparate from- Churches, 
© which. you your ſelves acknowfedge ta 
be true Churches of Chriſt, and ſet up 
Yi Churches of ahother Conſlitation, Is not 
1 * this 
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te this to ſet up Churches againſt Churches, 
* and as the Ancients were wont to expreſs 
* it, Altar againſt Altar, If we be the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt, and Chriſt holds Commu- 
* nion with us, why do you ſeparate from 
® us? If we be the Body of Chriſt, do not 
i they that ſeparate from the Body, ſeparate 
* from the Head alſo? If the Apoſtle calls 
* thoſe Diviſions in the Church of Corinth 
(wherein Chriſtians did not ſeparate into 
* divers form'd Congregations) in the Sa- 
© crament of the Lord's Supper, Schiſms, 
4 1 Cor. i. 10. may not your Seceſſion | or 
departure] from us, and Profeſſion that you 
* cannot join with us as Members, and ſet- 
* ting up Congregations of another Com- 
„ munion be more properly call'd Schiſm ? 
The Greek Word for Schiſm ſignifies rend- 
ding; and ſure tis that you rend your 
ſelves from us; and not as from Churches 
of the fame Rule, but as Churches differ- 


ing in the Rule with the diſlike of us, 


and a Proteſtation that you cannot join 
* with us, as fixed Members, without. Sin 
* You hear us Preach, not as Perſons in Ol- 
* fice, bur as gifted Men only, and ſome of 
* you refuſe to hear us Preach at all, You 
* renounce all Church Communion with us 
as Members, and not only ſo, but you 
invite out People from us, by telling 
88 G 4 them 
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* them that they cannot continue. with us 
% without Sin. You gather Churches out 
of our Churches, and you ſet up Churches 
in an oppoſite Way to our Churches: 
May we not therefore juſtly charge you 
as guilty in making a Schiſm in the Body 
* of Chriſt? There is a Vegative and their 
« is a Poſitive Schiim : The former is when 
Men do peaceably and quietly withdraw 
* from Communion with a Church, not 
making Head againſt that Church from 
& which they are departed: The other is, 
© when Perſons ſa withdrawing, do conſti. 
e tute and draw themſelves into a diſtin 
* and oppoſite Body, ſetting up a Church 
% againſt a Church, as you do Thus 
they ſpeak, and all this may very reaſonably 
and juſtly be retorted upon themſelves. 4 
All then that I ſhall farther offer to ſuck 
as are unhappily ſeduc'd to leave the Eſts 
bliſh'd Church, ſhall be ſome few Things un- 
der theſe Two following Heads: 1. By way 
of Conſideration. 2. By way of Advice. 
1. Let them conſider how. many Things 
muſt be born with in the Conſtitution of 2 
Church ; which cannot be expected in this 
World to be without Spot or Wrinkle. And 
if Men will ſet themſelves only to find 
Faults, it is impoſſible, in this State of Things 
try, hou cxer, 26 Fee 1149 anf.gpe 
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Men therefore will conſider the Difficulties 
that always attend publick Eſtabliſhments, 
and have that concern for Peace and Order, 
that they will bear with any Thing tolerable 
for the ſake of it. Tis a very hard Caſe 
with a Church, when Men ſnall ſet their 
Wits to ſtrain, every Thing to the worſt 
Senſe, to ſtretch Laws beyond the Intention 
and Deſign of them, to gather together all 
the doubtful and obſcure Paſſages in Calen- 
ders, Tranſlations, &c. and will not diſtin- 


guiſh between their Approbation of the Uſe 


and of the Choice of Things. If upon ſuch 
Terms as theſe Men think to juſtiſie the pre- 
ſent Diviſions, | much queſtion, whether if 


they proceed .in ſuch a Manner, they can 
hold Communion with any Church in the 


Chriſtian World. If Men be diſpoſed to 
find Faults, * no Church can be pure e- 
nough; for ſomething will be amiſs either 
in Doctrine or Diſcipline, or Ceremonies or 
Manners ; but if they be diſpoſed to Peace 
and Union, then Charity will cover a multi- 
tude of Failings; and then according to 
St. Paul's Advice, with a Lowlineſs and Meek- 
neſs, with long Suffering, forbearing one ano- 
ther in Love, they will be endeavouring to 


Preſerve the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 


” 4 * 
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gte Baxter's Cure of Diviſions, p. 264. 2214 
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Peace. And without the Practice of the for- 
mer Vertues no Metaphyſical Diſcourſes of 
Unity will ſigniſie any Thing to the Church's 

ce. unk | n 
2. They wou d do well to conſider, how 
ſeparation of the People from our Churches 
comes to be more lawful now, than in the 
Days of our Fathers: It has been often and 
evidently prov'd, that the moſt Sober and 
Learned Non Conſormiſts of former Times, 
notwithſtanding their Scruples in ſome 
Points, yet utterly condemn'd Separation 
from our Churches as unlawful : And they 
look'd upon this not as a meer common Sin 
of human Infirmity , but as a wilful and 
dangerous Sin — But was it ſuch a Sin ther, 
and is it none now 2 Either our Brethren at 
this Day do believe it to be à Sin for the 
People to ſeparate, or they do not: If not, 
it muſt either be; that there are new and 
harder Terms of Communion, which were 
not then (which is ſo far from being true, 
that they confeſs them to be rather eaſter for 
the People) or ir muſt be, that hey are gone 
off from the peaceable Principles of their 
Predeceſſors, which they are unwilling to 
own. If they do believe it to be a Sin, why 
db they ſuffer the'People to live' in a known 
Sin, or why do they encourage them, by 
Preaching in ſeparate Congregations; gow Sin 
SSH Y ing 
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being Rill the ſame, as has been ober dal 
ready, tho the Penalty be taken off. 

3 . Let me beſeech them to conſider Uh | 
common Danger, that threatens us all by 
means of our Diviſions. We have Adver- 
faries ſubtile and induſtrious enongh to rake 
pſe of all Advantages to ſerve their own 
Ends; and there is ſcarce any other they 
promiſe - themſelves more from, than the 
continuance of theſe Breaches among our 
ſelves. This ſome of our Brethren them- 
ſelves have been awate of; and on that ac- 
count have told the People of the danger of 
the Principles of Separation, as to the In: 
tereſt of Religion in general, and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion in particular among us.” One 

"of them expreſſes himſelf thus, viz.'** No- 

thing that 1 know of in the World doth 
* ſo ſtrongly tempt ſome ſober conſcientious 
* Men to think Popery neceſſary for the 
* Concord of Churches, and a violent 
Church Government neceſſary to our 
e Peace, às the woful Experience of the 
„Errors and Schiſms, the mad and mani- 
fold Sects that ariſe among thoſe that are 
* moſt againſt them You little know 
has „ What a pernicious Deſigh the Devil hath 

* upon fe in n you! to deſire and 


— 
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« endeavour to pull down the Intereſt of 
4 Chriſt and Religion, which is upheld in 
*:the Pariſh Churches of this Land, and to 
& think that it is beſt to bring them as low 
in Reality or Reputation as you can, and 
*.to.contraQ the religious Intereft all into 
© private Meetings. Certainly then, no- 
thing would tend more to our common Se- 
Curity, than for all true and ſincere Prote- 
ſtants to lay aſide their Prejudices and Mi- 
ſtakes, and to join heartily in Communion 
with us; which many of their Teachers have 
allow'd to be lawful. And how can they 
ſatisſie themſelves in hazarding our Religion 
by not doing that, which themſelves con- 
feſs lawful to be done? But if we are not 
yet ripe for ſo great a Mercy as a perfect 
Union, yet I wou'd intreat our Brethren to 
make way for it, by hearkening to theſe 
following Advices. The gots 


1. Not to give Encouragement to raſh 
and intemperate Zeal, which rends all in 
Pieces, and makes Reconciliation impoſſible. 
Thoſe who fee leaſt into Things, are uſually 
the . fierceſt Contenders, about them; and 
ſuch eager Diſputants are fitter. to make 
Quarrels than to end them; for they can be 
contentious for Peace ſake ,” and make new 
Differences about. the, Ways of Unity. * 
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dom and Sobriety, a good Judgment, a pru- 
dent Temper, and Freedom from Prejut. 
dice will tend more to end our Differen- 
ces, than warm Debates, and long Diſpu- 
tat ions, which, as Greg.” Nazianzen (aid once 
of Councils, ſellom have had any good End — 
But there is a more fiery ſort 6f Zeal, and 
more dangerous than this; which may lie 
ſmothering for a Time till it meets with ſuits 
able Matter and a freer Vent, and then it 
breaks out into a dreadſul Flame. This we 
have already ſeen ſuch diſmal: Effects of ; 
that we ſhou'd think there were leſs need 
to give Men caution againſt it again, were 
it not to be feared, that where Reaſon can 
not prevail, Experience will not. All that 
we can ſay to ſuch Perſons that may be 
like to move them is, that if their ind 
Zeal tranſport them, as it did Sampſon, to 
pull down :the Honſe over their Heads, 
they will be ſure to periſh themſelves in 
the fall of it: But here will lie the great 
difference of the Caſe, while they and 
their Friends periſh together, the Philiſt ines 
without will rejoice to mate others the In. 
ſtruments to execute their Deſignss. 
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2. Not to harbour or foment unreaſon- 
able Jealouſies and Suſpicions in Peoples 


Minds concerning us. This has been _ 
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of;-the moſt ſucceſsful Arts of keeping up 
the Diſtance and Prejudices that have been; 
and (God knows) are yet fo; great among 
us iz. by private Whiſpers, by falſe Sug- 
geſtions, by idle Stories, by unreaſonable 
interpretation of Words beyond the Inten- 
ton and Deſign of thoſe who ſpake them. 
By ſuch Devices as theſe ; great Miſchief 
has been done among us, and, bam much 
afraid, is doing ſtill. For nothing ſets Men 
at a greater diſtance from our Church, than 
the apprehending that we are not © hearty 
and incere in the Proteſtant Cauſe: Which; 


altho' it be a mòõſt groundleſs and malicious 


Calumny, yet there have been ſome; who 
have had ſo little regardot a Conſcienqe, or 
common Ingenuity, as not only to charge 
particular Per ſons; but our Churchitiſelſi with 
marching. towards. Popery. What: Injuſtice, 
what Uncharitablenels, What Impudence is 
it to faſten ſuch an Imputation upon 2 
Church that hath hitherto continued (and 
long may it do ſo) the chief : Bulwark: of the 
Proteſtant Cauſe ? Little do ſuch Perſons cot- 
fider bow much they ſerve the Deſign of 
our Enemies, who cannot but be mightily 
pleaſed to find their moſt formidable Adver- 
faries reproſented to the People as their ſecret 
Friends. * MO: c., ns e380! Olle 
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- To conclude, it has already appear'd in 
this Diſcourſe, what indeed we are all ready 
to acknowledge, viz. how: great the Obliga- 
tions are the Chriſtian Religion lays qon 
Mankind to · Peace and.Unity,z by the. ſtrie- 
eſt Commands, the higheſt Examples, and 
the moſt prevailing Arguments; and yet ſo 
much have the Paſſions and Iatereſts of Men 
over · ſway d the Senſe of their: Duty, rhat 
as nothing ought to be more in — 
ſo nothing ſeems more remote from o 
Hopes, than the univerſal Peace of the Chris 
ſtian World. Not that there is any Impoſs 
ſibility in the Thing, or any conſiderable 
Difficulty, if all Men were uch Chriſtians 
as they ought to be; but as long as Men 
purſue their ſeveral Factions and: Deſigns un- 
der the Colour and Pretence of Zeal: for He- 
ligion; if they did not find Names and Par 
ties ready fram d, that were ſuitable torheir 
Ends, the difference of their Deſigns would 
make them. So that till Mens Corruptions 
are mortify d, and their Paſſions ſubdued to 
a greater Degree than the World has yet 
found them, it is in vain to expect à State 
of Peace and Tranquility in the Church: We 
need not go far from Home for a ſuffibient 
Evidence of this; for altho' our Differences 
are ſuch as the wiſer Proteſtants Abroad not 
only condemn but wonder at, yet it hath 
hitherto 
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hitherto -puzzled the wifeſt Perſons among 
us to find out Ways to compoſe them; 
not ſo much from the diſtance of Mens 
Opinions and Practices, as the Strength of 
their Prejudices and Inclinations. Tis ſurely 
a very melancholy Conſideration, that nei- 
ther the Miſeries we have felt, nor the Ca- 
lamities we fear neither the ſignal Mercies 
that have been vouchſafed us, nor the com- 
mon Danger we are yet in, ſhould abate 
Mens Heats, or allay their Paſſions, or make 
them more willing to unite with our Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church and Religion. But inſtead of 
that, ſome rather ſtand at a great Diſtance if 
not Defiance, and ſeem to entertain them - 
ſelves with Hopes of new Revolutions; others 
raiſe freſh Calumnies and Reproaches, as 
well as revive and ſpread abroad old ones; 
as though their Buſineſs were to make our 
Breaches wider, and to exaſperate Mens Spi- 
rits againſt each other; at ſach a Time when 
Reaſon and common Security, and above all 
our Religion obliges us 70 follow after the Things 
that make for Peace, and Things wherewith one 
may ediſie another, and not ſuch as tend to 
our mutual Deſtru ion, as moſt certainly 
our Diviſions and Animoſities do. Let all 
Parties pretend to a Zeal for Peace, ſo they 
may have it in their own Way: By which it 
appears, that it is not Peace they aim — , 

ut 
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but Victory; nor Unity ſo much as having 
their own Wills. Thoſe of the Roman 
Church make great boaſts of their Unity, and 
the effectual Means they have to preſerve it: 
But God deliver us from ſuch cruel Ways of 
Peace, and ſuch deſtructive Means of Unity 
as Treachery and Aſſaſſinations and an Inqui- 
ſition. Their Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blood; De- 
ſtruction and Miſery are in their Ways, and the 
Way of Peace they have not known. But it 
were happy fot us, if all thoſe who agree in 
renouncing the Errors and Corruptions of 
the Roman Church, could as eaſily join to- 
gether in the great Duties of our Common 
Religion, that is, in our Prayers, and Praiſes, 
and Sacraments,” and all folemn Acts of Di- 
vine Worſhip. For this would not only take 
off the Reproach of our Adverſaries, who 
continually upbraid us with our Schiſms and 
Separations, 'but it would mightily tend to 
abate Mens Paſſions, and to remove their 
Prejudices, and to diſpoſe their Inclinations, 
and thereby lay a Foundation for a bleſſed 
Union among our ſelves, which wou'd fru- 
ſtrate the great Deſign of our Enemies upon. 
us, who expect to ſee that Religion deſtroy'd 
by our own Folly, which they coud not o- 
therwiſe hope to accompliſh by their utmoſt 
Care and Endeavour: And we may juſtly 
hope for a greater Bleſſing of God upon us, 
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ARE we offer up our joint Prayers and Devo- 
tions to him, Lifting up, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 
boly Hands without Wrath and Diſputing.. 

10 2 word, if we wou'd conſult the Honour 


of God and Religion, the Peace and Tran: 


quility of the Church we live in: If we 
wou'd prevent the great Deſigns of our Ene- 
mies, and leave the Proteſtant Religion here 
eſtabliſh'd to Poſteriiy, we ought to follow 
the Apolile's Advice, in . walking by the ſame 
Rule, and in minding the ſame Thing ; ſtands 
ing faſt in one Spirit, with one Mind, ſtriving 
together for the Faith of the Goſpel, yas in no- 
thing terrified by our Adverſaries. 


0 Heavenly Father, the. God of $6 and 
Love, diſpoſe the Hearts of all Orders and Com 
ditions of Men among ſt us to Chriſtian Charity, 
Humility and Forbearance of one another in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs ; that no Sedition may di- 


ſturb this State, nor 5 chiſms diſtract this Church 

but that as we are Members of the ſame Boch. 
and Profeſſors of the ſame Faith and Hope, . (o 
we may with one Heart and one Mouth glorifte 
thee, O God, through our . eue Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amex. 
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AN 
EXHORTATION 
The Irreligious and Prophane, or 
ſuch as neglect the Duties of 
Religion in General. 


AD Man been deſign'd only to act 

a ſhort part here in the World, 

all that had been required of him, 
had been only to expreſs his thank- 
ſulneſs to God for his being, and the com- 
forts of it; the uſing all means for the due 


preſervation of himſelf ; the doing nothing 
beneath the! dignity of humane Nature, 


nothing injurious to thoſe who were of the 


ſame Nature with himſelf: But ſince he is 
deſign'd for greater and nobler Ends, and 
his preſent State is but a State of Tryal in 
order to future Happineſs and Miſery, the 
reaſon of good and evil is not to be taken 
meerly from his preſent, but from the re- 
ſpect which things have to that ererual State 
he is deſigned for. From whence it fol- 
| H » lows; 
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lows, that the differences of good and evil 
are rooted in the Nature of our Beings, 
and are the neceſſary conſequents of our re- 
lation to God, and each other, and our ex- 
pectations of a future Life: And therefore 
according to theſe . meaſures the eſtimation 
of Men in the World hath been, while they 
did preſerve any veneration for God or 
themſelves. . Wiſdom and Folly was not 
meaſured ſo much by the ſubtilty and curi- 
oſity of Men's ſpeculations, by the finenefs 
of their thoughts, or the depth of their de- 
ſigns, as by their endeavours to hold up the 
Dignity of Mankind ; by their Piety and 
Devotion towards God; by their Sobriety 
and due Government of their Actions; by 
the equality and juſtice, the charity and 
kindneſs of their Dealings to one another. 
Wiſdom was but another name for Goodneſs, 
and Folly for Sin. Then it was a Man's 
glory to be religious; and to be prophane' 
and vitious, was to be baſe and mean: 
Then there were no Gods worſhipped be- 
cauſe they were bad, nor any Men difgraced 
becauſe they were good : Then there were 
no Temples erected to the meaneſt paſſions 
of humane Nature, nor Men became Idola- 
ters to their own Infirmuies: Then to be 
betrayed into Sin, was accounted weakneſs; 
to contrive it, diſhonour and baſeneſs; to 
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juſtify and defend it, infamy and reproach; 
to make a mock at it, a mark of the high- 
eſt folly and incorrigibleneſs. So true are the 
Words of the wiſe Man, who aſſures us, Prov. 
xiv. 9. that they are Fools, who make a mock 
at Sin. And as there are degrees of Sinning, 
ſo there are of Folly in it. Some Sin with 
a bluſhing Countenance, and a trembling 
Conſcience; they Sin, but yet they are 
afraid to Sin, and in the act of it they con- 
demn themſelves for what they do; they 
Sin, but with confuſion in their Faces, with 
horror in their Minds and an earthquake in 
their Conſciences: though the condition of 
ſuch Perſons be dangerous, and their un- 
quietneſs ſhews the greatneſs of their Folly, 
yet becauſe theſe twitches of Conſcience ar- 
gue there are ſome quick touches left of 
the ſenſe of Good and Evil, their Caſe is 
not deſperate, nor their Condition incura- 
ble: But there are others who deſpiſe theſe 
as the reproach of the School of Wickedneſs, 
becauſe they are not yet attained to thoſe 
heights of Impiety which they glory in : 
ſuch who have ſubdued their Conſciences 
much eaſter than others do their Sins; who 
have almoſt worn. out all the impreſſions 
of the work of the Law written in their bearts ; 
who not only make a practice, but a boaſt 
of Sin, and defend it with as much greedineſs 
as they commitit. H3 Now, 
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Now, if ſuch Perſons can but obtain fa 
much of themſelves, as to attend with pa- 
tience to what is ſerious, there may be yet 
a poſſibility of reclaiming them: And for 
that purpoſe I wou'd firſt of all examine 
the reaſonableneſs of their faireſt Pleas for 
their evil Actions, and then ſhew the Folly 
and Danger of ſuch their /rreligion and Im- 
piety. Now, there are Three ways eſpecial- 
ly, whereby ſuch Perſons do ſeek to juſtifie 
themſelves, by laying the blame of all their 
evil Actions, either x. Upon the fatal ne- 
ceſſity of all Events; 2. The unavoidable 
frailty of humane Nature, or 3. The im- 
poſſibility of keeping the Laws of Heaven. 
As to the Firſt, they ſuppoſe Man to be a 
meer Engine, in effect, that is neceſſarily 
moved by ſuch a train and ſeries of Cauſes, 
that there is no Action how bad ſoever that 
is done by him, which it was any more poſ- 
ſible for him not to have done, than for rhe 
Fire not to burn when it pleaſes. And if this 
be true, farewell all the differences of Good 
and Evil in Men's Actions; farewell all ex- 
pectations of future Rewards and Puniſh» 
ments; Religion becomes but a meer Name, 
and Righteouſneſs but an Art to live' by. 
Bur it is with this, as it is with the other 
Arguments they uſe againſt Religion; there 
is ſomething within, which checks and _ 
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trouls them in what they ſay: and that in- 
ward remorſe of Conſcience, which ſuch 
Men ſometimes feel in their evil Actions 
(when Conſcience is forc'd to recoile by 
the foulneſs of them) doth effectually con- 
fute their own Hypotheſis; and makes them 
not believe thoſe Actiohs to be neceſſary, 
for which they ſuffer ſo much in themſelves, 
becauſe they knew they did them freely 
But what ſeries of Cauſes is there, that does 
ſo neceſſarily impoſe upon the common ſenſe 
of all Mankind? It ſeems very ſtrange, that 
Man ſhou'd have ſo little ſenſe of his own 
Intereſt, to be ſtill neceſſitated to the worſt 
of Actions, and yet torment himſelf with 
the thoughts that he did them freely. Or 
is it only the freedom of Action and not of 
Choice, that Men have an Experience of 
within themſelves? But ſurely, however 
Men may ſubtilly diſpure of the difference 
between theſe Two, no Man wou'd ever 
believe himſelf to be free in what he does, 
unleſs he firſt thought himſelf to be fo, in 
what he determines : And if we ſuppoſe Man 
to have as great a freedom of Choice in all 
his evil Actions (which is the Liberty we 
are now ſpeaking of) as any Perſons aſſert 
or contend for, We cannot ſuppoſe, that he 
ſhou'd have a greater Experience of it, than 
now he hath: So that either it is impoſſible 
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for Man to known when his Choice is free: 
or, if it may be known, the conſtant Experi- 
ence of all evil Men in the World will teſti. 
| fie, that it is ſo now., Is it poſſible for the 
moſt intemperate Perſon to believe, when 
the moſt pleaſing temptations to Luſt or 
Gluttony are preſented to him, that no Con- 

ſideration whatever cou'd reſtrain his Ap- 
etite, or keep him from the Satiſaction o* 
is brutiſh Inclinations 2 Will not the ſudden 
tho' groundleſs Apprehenſion of Poylon in 
the Cup, make the Drunkard's Heart to ake, 
and Hand to tremble, and to let fall the ſup- 
poſed fatal Mixture in the midſt of all his 
Jollity and Exceſs? How often have Perſons, 
who have deſigned the greateſt Miſchief to 
the Lives and Fortunes of others, when all 
Opportunities have fallen out beyond their 
Expectation for accompliſhing their Ends, 
through ſome ſudden Thoughts which have 
ſurprized them, almoſt in the very Act, been 
diverted from their intended Purpoſes : ? Did 
ever any yet imagine, that the Charms of 
Beauty and Allurments of Luſt were fo ir- 
reſitible, that if Men knew beforehand they 
ſhou'd ſurely dye in the Embraces of an 
Adulterous Bed, they cou'd not yet with- 
ſtand the Temptations to it? If then ſome 
Conſiderations, which are quite of another 
Nature from all the Objes which * 0 
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ſented to him, may quite hinder the Force 
and Efficacy of them upon the Mind of 
Man (as we fee in Joſepb's reſiſting the 
importunate Careſles of his Miſtreſs) what 
Reaſon can there be to imagine, that Man 


is a meer Machine moved only as outward 


Objects determine him? And if the Con- 
ſiderations of preſent Fear and Danger may 
divert Men from the Practice of evil Actions, 
ſhall not the far more weighty Conſide- 
rations of Eternity have at leaſt an equal, 
if not a far greater Power and Efficacy up- 
on Men's Minds, to keep them from ever- 


laſting Miſery.? Is an immortal Soul and the 


eternal Happineſs of it ſo mean a Thing in 
our Eſteem and Value, that we will not 
deny our ſelves thoſe Senſual Pleaſures for 
the fake of that which we wou'd renounce 
for ſome preſent Danger? Are the Flames 
of another World ſuch painted Fires, that 
they deſerve only to be laugh'd at, and 
not ſeriouſly conſidered by us. Fond Man! 


Art thou only free to Ruin and Deſtroy 


thy ſelf? A ſtrange frailty indeed, when 
nothing but what is mean and trivial ſhall 
determine thy Choice! when Matters of 
the higheſt Moment are therefore leſs re- 
garded, becauſe they are ſuch. Haſt thou 
no other Plea for thy ſelf, but that thy 
Sins were fatal? thou haſt no Reaſon then 
3 
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to believe but that thy Miſery ſhall be fo 
too. But if thou owneſt a God and Provi- 
dence, allure thy ſelf, that Juſtice and Righte- 
ouſneſs are not meer Titles of his Honour, 
but the real Properties of his Nature. And 
he who hath appointed the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of the Great Day, will then 
call the Sinner to Account, not only for 
all his other Sins, but for offering to lay 
the Imputation of them upon himſelf. For 
if the greateſt Abhorrency of Men's evil 
Ways, the Rigour of his Laws, the Seve» 
rity of his Judgments, the Exactneſs of his 
Juſtice, the greateſt Care uſed to reclaim 
Men from their Sins, and the higheſt Aſſu- 
rance, that he is not the Cauſe of their 
Ruin, may be any Vindication of the Ho- 
lineſs of God now, and his Juſtice in the 
Life to come; we have the greateſt Rea- 
{on to lay the blame of all our evil Actions 
upon our ſelves, as. to attribute the Glory 
of all our Good unto himſelf alone. But 

2. There are others who pretend the 
Frailty of . humane Nature in Juſtification of 
what they do amiſs ; ſuch, who find them- 
ſelves to be free enough to do their Souls 
miſchief, and yet continue ſtill in doing 
of it; Theſe likewiſe find nothing more 
ready to plead for themſelves, than the Un- 
happineſs of Man's Compoſition, and the 
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degenerate State of the World. Tf God had 
deſigned (they are ready to fay ) that Man 
ſhou'd lead a Life free from Sin, why did 
he confine the Soul of Man to a Body fo 
apt to taint and pollute it? But who art 
thou, O Man, that thus findeſt fault with 
thy Maker? Was not his Kindneſs the 
oreater, in not only giving thee a Soul capa- 
ble of enjoying himſelf, but fuch an Ha- 
bitation for it here, which by the Curio- 
ſity of its Contrivance, the Number and 
Ulefulneſs of its Parts, might be a perpe- 
tual and domeſtick Teſtimony of the Wiſ- 
dom of its Mater? Was not ſuch a Con- 
junction of Soul and Body neceſſary for 
the Exerciſe of that Dominion which God 
deſigned Man for, over the Creatures en- 
dued only with Senſe and Motion? and if 
we ſuppoſe this Life to be a State of Tryal 
in order to a better, (as in all reaſon we 
ought to do) what can be imagined more 
proper to ſuch a State, than to have the 
Soul conſtantly employed in the Govern- 
ment of thoſe ſenſual Inclinations, which 
ariſe from the Body? In the doing of which 
the proper Exerciſe of that Vertue conſiſts, 
whieh is made the Condition of future Hap- 
pineſs. Had it not been for ſuch a Com- 
oſition, the difference cou'd never have 
* ſeen between good and bad Men, i. e. 
between 
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between thoſe who maintain the Empire of 
Reaſon, aſſiſted by the Motives of Religion, 
over all the inferior Faculties, and ſuch 
who dethrone their Souls and make them 
Slaves tp every Luſt that will command them, 
And if Men willingly ſubject themſelves to 
that which they were born to rule, they 
have none to blame but themſelves for it. 
Neither is it any excuſe at all, that this, 
through the degeneracy of Mankind, is 

rown the common Cuſtom of the World ; 
unleſs that be in it (elf fo great a Tyrant, 
that there is no reſiſting the Power of it, 
If God had commanded us to comply with 
all the Cuſtoms of the World, and at the 


ſame time to be ſober, righteous, and good, 


we muſt have lived in another Age than 
we live in, to have excuſed theſe two Com- 
mands from a palpable Contradiction. But 
inſtead of this, he hath forewarned us of 
the danger of being led aſide by the ſoft 
and eaſie compliances of the World; and if 
we are ſenſible of our own Infirmities (as 
we have all reaſon to be) he hath offered 
us the aſſiſtance of his Grace, and of that 
Spirit of his, which is greater than the Spirit 
that is in the World, 1 John iv. 4. he hath 
promiſed us thoſe Weapons whereby we 
may withſtand the rorrent of Wickedneſs 
in the World; with far greater ſucceſs 15 

the 


Ir . . .T a..oOoCo . . SES 


and Prophane. 1og 


the old Gauls * were wont to do in the in- 
undations of their Country; whoſe Cuſtom 
was to be drowned with their Arms in their 
Hands: But it will be the greater folly in 
us to be fo, becauſe we have not only ſuf- 
ficient means of Reſiſtance, but we under» 
ſtand the danger beforehand. If we once 
forſake the ſtrict Rules of Religion and Good- 
neſs, and are ready to yeild our ſelves to 
whatever hath got retainers enough to ſer 
up for a Cuſtom, we may know where we 
begin, but we cannot where we ſhall make 
an end. For every freſh aſſault makes the 
breach wider, at which more Enemies may 
come in ſtill; fo that when we find our 
ſelves under their Power, we-are contented 
for our own eaſe to call them Friends + 
Which is the unhappy conſequence of too 
eaſie yeilding at firſt, till at laſt'the greateſt 
ſlavery to Sin be accounted but good hu- 
mour and a genteel compliance with the 
Faſhions of the World. So that when Men 
are perſwaded, either through" fear, or too 
great eaſineſs to diſuſe that ſtrict Eye which 
they had before to their Actions, it oft- 
times falls out with them, as' it did with 
the Soldier in the Roman Hiſtory, || who 
blinded his Eye fo long in the time of the 
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Civil Wars, that, when he wou'd have us d 
it again, he could not. And when Cuſtom 
has by degrees taken away the ſence of Sin 
from their Conſciences, they grow as hard 
as Herodotus tells us the Heads of the old 
Egyptians were by the heat of the Sun, 
that nothing wou'd ever enter them. If Men 
will with Nebuchadnezzar herd with the 
Beaſt of the Field, no wonder if their rea- 
ſon departs from them, and by degrees they 
grow as Savage as the Company they keep: 
So powerful a thing is Cuſtom to debauch 
Mankind, and ſo eaſily do the greateſt 
Vices by degrees obtain admiſſion into the 
Souls of Men, under pretence of being Re- 
tainers to the common infirmities of hu- 
mane Nature. Which is a phraſe, thro' the 
Power of Self. flattery, and Men's ignorance 
in the Nature of moral Actions, made to 
be of ſo large and comprehenſive a Senſe; 
that the moſt wiliul violations of the Laws 
of Heaven, and ſuch which the Scripture 
tells us do exclude from the Kingdom of 
it, do find (rather than make). Friends: 
enough to ſhelter themſelves under the 
protect ion of them. But ſuch a protection it 
is, Which is neither allowed in the Court 
of Heaven, nor will ever ſecure the Souls 
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of Men, without a hearty and ſincere Re- 
pentance, from the arreſt of Divine Juſtice; 
which, when it comes to call the World 
to an Account of their Actions, will make 
no defalcations at all for the Power of 
Cuſtom, or common Practice of the 
1 | ry 
The other Pretence that ſome make, is the 
Impoſlibility of the Command, or rather 
of Obedience to it. When neither of the 
former Pleas will effect their deſign, but 
notwithſtanding the pretended neceſſity of 
Humane Actions, and the more than pre- 
tended common Practice of the World, 
their Conſciences ſtill fly in their Faces, 
and rebuke them ſharply for their Sins; 
then in a mighty rage and fury they charge 
God himlelt with Tyran, in laying im- 
poſſible Laws on the Sons of Men. But, 
if we either conſider the Nature of the 
Command, or the Promiſes which accom- 
pany it, or the larger experience of the 
World+to the contrary, . we: ſhall eaſily dif 
cover that this pretence is altogether ag 
unreaſonable as either of the foregoing, 
For what is it that God requires of Men 
as the condition of their future happineſs, 
which in its own Nature is judged im. 
poſſible? Is it for Men to live ſoberly, . rigbt- 
eouſly and godly in this World ? For that 
was 
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was and is the End of the Chriſtian Religion, 
to perſwade Men to do ſo: But who 
thinks it Impoſſible to avoid the Occaſions 


of Intemperance; not to defraud or injure 


his Neighbours, or to pay that Reverence 
and ſincere Devotion to God which we 
owe unto him? Is it to do as we woud be 
done by? Yet that has been judg'd by 
Strangers to the Chriſtian Religion, a moſt 
exact Meaſure of Humane Converſation : 
Is it to maintain an univerſal Kindneſs and 
good Will to Men? That indeed is the 
great excellency of our Religion, that it 


ſo ſtrictly requires it; But if this be 
impoſſible, farewell all good nature in the 


World: And I ſuppoſe few will own this 
charge, leſt theirs be ſuſpected. Is it to 
be patient under- ſufferings, moderate in our 
defires, circumſpett in our action, contented 
in all conditions; yet theſe are Things 
which thoſe have - pretended to who ne- 
ver owned Chriſtianity, and therefore ſure- 
ly they never thought them impoſſible. Is 


it to -be Charitable to the Poor, Compaſ- 


ſionate to thoſe in Miſery? Is ze to be 
frequent in Prayer, to love God above all 
things,” to forgive our Enemies, as we hope God 
will forgive us, to believe the Goſpel, and be 
ready to ſuffer for the ſake of Chriſt > There 
are very tew among us, but will ſay they do 

| all 


and Prophaie. 113 


all theſe Things already; and therefore ſure- 
ly they do not think them impoſſible. The 
like Anſwer I might give to all the other 
Precepts of the Goſpel, till we come to the 
denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſis: And 
as to theſe too, it we charge Men with 
them, they either deny their committing 
them, and then ſay they have kept the Com- 
mand: Or if they confeſs it, they promiſe 
Amendment for the future; but in neither 
Reſpe& can they be ſaid to think the Com- 
mand impoſſible. Thus we ſee their own 
Mouths will condemn them, when they 
charge God with laying impoſſible Laws on 
Mankind. But if we enquire farther than 
into the Judgments of thoſe, who it may be 
never concern'd themſelves ſo much about 
the Precepts of Chriſtian Religion, as to 
try whether they had any Power to obſerve. 
them or not; nay, if we yield them more 
than, it may-be, they are willing to enquire 
after (tho' they ought to do it) viz. without 
the Aſitance of Divine Grace they can never 
do it: Yet ſuch is the unlimited Nature of 
Divine Goodneſs, and the exceeding Riches 
of God's Grace, that (knowing the weak- 
neſs and degeneracy of human Nature when 
he gave thele Commands to Men) he makes 
a large and free Otfer of Aſſiſtance to all 
thoſe who are ſo ſenſible of their own Infir- 
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mity as to beg it of him. And can Men then ſay 
the Command is impoſlible,when he hath pro- 
miſed an Aſſiſtance ſuitable to the Nature of 
the Duty and the Infirmities of Men? If it 
be acknowledged, that ſome of the Duties of 


- Chriſtianity are very Difficult to us now; 


let us conſider by. what Means he hath, 
ſweetned the performance of them. Will not 
the Propoſal of ſo excellent a Reward make 
us ſwallow ſome more than ordinary Hard- 
ſhips that we might enjoy it? Hath he not 


made uſe of the moſt obliging Motives to 


perſuade us to the Practice of what he re- 
quires by the infinite Diſcovery of his own. 
Love, the Death of his Son, and the Pro- 
mile of his Spirit? And what then is want- 
ing, but only ſetting our ſelves to the ſe- 
rious Obedience of them, to make his Com- 
mands not only not impoſſible, but eaſie to 
us? But our grand Fault is, we make Impoſ- 


- ſibilities our ſelves where we find none, and 


then we complain of them ; we are firſt re- 
ſolv'd not to practice the Commands, and 
then nothing more eaſie than to find fault 


with them; we firſt paſs Sentence, and then 
examine Evidences ; firſt condemn and then 


enquire” into the Merits of the Cauſe. Yet 
ſurely none of theſe Things can be accounted 
impoſſible, which have been done by all thoſe 
who have been ſincere and hearty Chriſtians : 
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And God forbid we ſhould think all guilty of 
Hypocrifie, who have profeſſed the Chri- 
ſtian Religion from the beginning of it to 
this Day. Nay, more than ſo, they have 
not only done them, but profeſs'd to have 
that Joy and Satisfaction of Mind in the do- 
ing of them, which they would not ex- 
change for all the Pleaſures and Delights of 
the World. Theſe were the Men, who not 
only were patient, but rejoic'd in Sufferings; 
uo accounted it their Honour and Glory to 
endure any Thing for the ſake of ſo excel» 
lent a Religion; who were ſo aſſured of a 
future Happineſs by it, that they valued 
Martyrdoms above Crowns and Scepters. 
But God be thank'd, we may hope to. come 
to Heaven on eaſier Terms than theſe, or 
; Welle many others might never come thither, 
beſides thoſe who think to make this a Pre- 
tence for their Sin, that now, when with © 
Encouragement and Honour we may practice 
our Religion, the Commands of it are 
thought zmpoſible by them. 

Thus then we have examin'd the moſt 
plauſible Pretences wicked Men bring for 
themſelves, and may obſerve how much the 
Wit of Man is too often employ d in pleading 
tor the Acts of Sin, by endeavouring to 
baffle their own Conſciences, and pleaſe 
themſelves in their Folly, till Death and 
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eternal Flames awaken them : For certain it 
is, when Men once indulge themſelves in 
Wicked Courſes, the vicious Inclinations of 
their Minds ſway their Underſtandings, in 
making ſuch Excuſes as we have already 
conſider d: Every inordinate Luſt and Paſ- 
ſion is a falſe Biaſs upon Mens Underſtand- 
ſtandings, and makes them apt to disbelieve 
thoſe Truths which contradict their Luſts. 
And when Mens Judgments are once bials'd, 


they do not believe according to the evi- 


dence of Things, but according to their 
Humour and their Intereſt. For when Men 
live as if there were no God, it becomes 
expedient for them that there ſhoy'd be none: 
And then they endeavour to perſuade them- 
ſelves ſo, and will be glad to find Arguments 
to fortifie themſelves in this Perſuaſion. Men 
of diſſolute Lives cry down Religion, be- 


cauſe they would not be under the reſtraints 


of it; they are loth to be tied up by the 
ſtrict Laws and Rules of it: 'Tis their Inte- 
reſt more than any Reaſon they have againſt 
it which makes them deſpiſe it : They hate 
it becauſe they are reprovd by it. So our 
Saviour teils us, That Men love Darkneſs 


rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds are 
evil; for every one that doth Evil bateth the 


Light, neither cometh to the Light leſt his 
Deeds ſhou'd be ne 
But 
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But what impious and dangerous Folly are 
ſuch Perſons guilty of? Can any Thing be 
more fooliſh, than that which contradidts the 
beſt Reaſon of our Minds, and our natural 
Obligations to fear and worſhip God, found- 
ed on the higheſt Wiſdom 2 What can be 
more fooliſh than to undermine our own In- 
tereſt to lay trains of Miſery for our ſelves, 
and to forfeit our preſent and future Hap- 
pineſs 2 Sure that muſt be curſed, contemp- 
tible Vit, which drolls away a Man's Life 
and his Soul together. I know not how it 
comes to paſs, that ſome Men have the 
Fortune to be eſteem d ts only for jeſting 
or arguing out of the common Road, and 
for making bold to decry thoſe Things which 
the greateſt Part of Mankind reverence. As 
if a Man ſhou'd be accounted a Wit for re- 
viling thoſe in Authority, which is no more 
an Argument of any Man's Wit, than it is 
of his Diſcretion. A Wiſe Man wou'd not 
ſpeak contemptuouſly of a great Prince, tho' 
he were out of his Dominions, becauſe he 
remembers that Kings have long Hands, 
and that their Power and Influence does ma- 
ny Times reach a great way farther than 
their direct Authority. But God 2s a great 
King, and in bis Hands are all the Corners 
of the Earth ; we can go no whither from his 
Spirit, nor can we flee from hu Preſence ; 

I 3 where- 
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where-ever we are his Eye ſees us, and his right 
Hand can reach us. if Men did truly con- 
ſult the Intereſt either of their Safety or Re- 
putation, they would never exerciſe their 
Wit in dangerous Matters. Wit is a very 
commendable Quality, but then a Wiſe Man 
Jhou'd always have the keeping of it. It is 
a ſharp Weapon, as apt for Miſchief as for 
good Purpoſes, if it be not well manag'd. 
The proper Uſe of it is to ſeaſon Conver- 
ſation, to repreſent what is Praiſe-worthy to 
the greateſt Advantage, and to expoſe the 
Vices and Follies of Men ; ſuch Things as 
are in themſelves truly Ridiculous: But if! it 
be apply'd to the Abuſe of the graveſt and 
moſt ſerious Matters, it then loſes its Com- 
mendation. If any Man thinks he abounds 
in this Quality, and hath Wit to ſpare, there 
is Scope enough for it within the Bounds of 
Religion and Decency, and when it tranſ- 
greſſes theſe, it degenerates into Inſolence 
and Impiety. All Wit which borders upon 
Prophaneſs and makes bold with thoſe Things 
to which the greateſt reverence is due, de- 
ſerves to be branded for Folly. And 'tis fad 
indeed, that in a Nation profeſſing Chriſtia- 
nity, ſo horrid an Impiety ſhou d dare to 
appear. But the Scripture hath foretold us, 
that this fort of Men ſhou d ariſe in the Gol- 


pel Age; and they did appear even in the 
Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles Days. Two Things are there men- 
tion d as the fore-runners and reaſons of our 
Saviour's coming to Judgment, Tnfidelity and 
prophane Scoffing at Religion. When the Son 
of Man comes, ſhall he find Faith on the Earth ? 

And St. Fude, out of an ancient Prophecy of 
Enoch, expreſly mentions this as one Reaſon 
of the coming of the Lord, 7o convince un- 
godly Sinners of all their hard Speeches which 
they had ſpoken againſt him. And if theſe 
Things be a Sign and Reaſon of his coming, 
I wiſh that we in this Age have not too 
much cauſe to apprehend the Judge to be at 
the Door. This Impiety did fore-run the 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and the utter Ruin 
of the Fewi/ſh Nation; and if it hold on as 
mongſt us, may not we have reaſon to fear, 
that either the end of all Things is at band, 
our ſome very diſmal Calamity, which 
others feel Abroad, is mow coming Home 
to us? But I wou'd fain hope that God hath 
Mercy till for us, and that Men will pity 
themſelves, and repent, and give Glory to God, 
and know in this their Day the Things that be- 
long to their Peace. Re 

There are a Sort of inconſiderate Men, 
who think to grow very Religious, and. to 
repent of all their Sins before they die, and 


thereby prevent the danger of eternal Dam- 


nation. Now I would deſire ſuch to con- 
| I 4 ſider, 
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ſider, that there is always this great Danger 
attending Vrreligion, or neglecting the Wor- 
ſhip of God, viz. that it lets looſe the Reins 
to all manner of Wickedneſs, and naturall 

tends to harden Men in Sin, and very of. 


ten ends in dowh-right Atheiſm. - Men, who 


have caſt off all ſenſe and reverence for 
God, have no other reſtraint from the great- 
eſt Villanies, but what the Laws of the Land, 
their. own natural Tempers, their Education 
and Converſe and ſuch like Conſiderations 
lay upon them; which can keep very few 
Men, who have caſt off the Fear and Reve- 
rence of God, within any tolerable bounds ; 
and thus Men run into the wildeſt Exceſſes, 

nd wound their Conſciences, and ſtain their 
E till they grow hopeleſs, deſpe- 
rate and impudent Sinners. Thus every Du- 
ty in Religion by degrees becomes url " 
and tedious, and the whole is neglected, 
cauſe it diſturbs ſuch Perſons in the Us 
Enjoyment of their Luſts, and puts a great 
many black and melancholy Thoughts into 
their Heads: which is juſt as wiſe, as to ſhut 
our Eyes, and run down a Precipice, becauſe 
it makes us melancholy to open our Eyes.and 
ſee our danger ; whereas a Wiſe Man wou'd 
rather chuſe to open his Eyes, that he might 
ſee how to avoid it. 


More, 
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More, I think, need not be ſaid concerning 
the Evil, Danger, and Folly of Irreligion. 
May ſuch then as neglect Religion, timely 
conſider what has been ofter'd for their Con- 
viction, and be no longer unconcern d, what 
will become of their Souls after Death; whe- 
ther they ſhall be happy or miſerable in the 
World to come. And, methinks, it ſhou'd 
be no ſuch hard matter to perſu ade Men to 
love and take care of their Souls : For can 
any Man have a greater Concernment in the 
World than this? For to love our Souls, ſig- 
nifies no more than to love our ſelves, and to 
take care of our own Happineſs : For the Soul 
is the Man, the Body is only the Organ and 
Inſtrument of the Soul, an Earthly Taberna- 
ele, wherein it dwells in this ſtate of its Pil- 
grimage; but it is our Soul only that is ca- 
pable of Joy and Pleaſure, or Grief and Sor- 
row; and therefore as the Soul is either hap- 
py or miſerable, ſo is the Man; and all Men 


deſire to be happy: This they ſeek with un- 


wearied Endeavours ; this makes all that 
buſtle and ſtir that is in the World, that all 
Men are a catching after Happineſs and 
Scrambling for it —— Why then you ſay, 
What is the diſpute and difficulty, ſince all 
Men do love their Souls, that is, deſire to be 
happy ? and it is only the Soul that reliſhes 
Happineſs, or is the ſubject wherein Happi- 

neſs 
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neſs dwells. This is true, and yet very few 
Men love their Souls: For we muſt con- 
ſider that the Soul of Man is capable of a 
two-fold Happineſs; one, as it lives in this 
groſs Body of Fleſh and Blood ; another, as 
it lives without it in a ſeparate ſtate, or re- 
ceives it again refined and purged, made a 
Heavenly and Spiritual Body. Now, as the 
Soul dwells in theſe Earthly Bodies, it is apt 
to be mightily pleasd with ſenſual Enjoy- 
ments, and ſuch Objects as are repreſented to 
us by our Senſes; and this is the Happineſs 
that moſt Men are fond of in this World, 
which tempts them to all choſe ſenſual Luſts 
which St. 7ohn compriſes under the Luſts 7 
the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye, and the Pride 
of Life: But now this is not the greateſt Hap- 
pineſs of the Soul, becauſe dwelling in this 
Body is not its molt perfect State: So that 
the controverſy, in ſhort, is this, Whether we 
will prefer an imperfect, unſatisfactory, mo- 
mentary Happineſs, or ſuch a Happineſs which 
is the biggeſt our Souls are capable of and 
will Iaſt to Eternity. And 'tis ſtrange there 
| ſhould be any difficulty in this choice: For 
can an immortal Being, who is to live eternal 
Ages, be ſatisfied with ſuch periſhing Joys 
as wax Old, and expire in half an Age? It 
wou'd be thought very ſtrange, that an im- 
mortal Creature ſhou'd grow weary of — 
an 
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and be contented to fall into »othing after 
threeſcore or fourſcore Years; and yet this is 
a much more reaſonable deſire, than to chuſe 
ſucha Happineſs as will laſt but ſixty oreighty 
Years, when we muſt live for ever. Every one 
contemns the Folly of ſuch a-Prodigal, who 
ſpends a fair Eſtate in a very ſhort Time, and 
waſts away the reſt of his Life in Poverty and 
Beggary ; and yet three or four Years Pleaſure 
bears ſome proportion to threeſcore or four- 
ſcore. Vears; but threeſcore or fourſcore Years 
have no proportion at all to Eternity. 
Such then as truly love their Souls, will 
ſeek and endeavour after that Happineſs 
which is eternal, that Salvation which is 
made over to all ſincere Penitents by the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Such Salvation is 
not like that of Moſes, or Joſhua, or Gideon, 
a Temporary, Secular one; a delivering of 
us out of the Slavery of Egypt, or a put- 
ting us into a peaceable Poſſeſſion of a Land 
flowing with Milk and Honey? or a ſaving 
us from the Invaſions and Oppreſſions of 
our Enemies: tho theſe are great Salvations, 
and are celebrated as ſuch in the Old Teſta- 
ment: And 'tis a Salvation of this Nature, 
that the Fews do yet expect from their 
Meſſiah; But it is a thing infinitely greater 
and more defirable : For the Salvation which 
Chriſt purchaſed, and the Goſpel tenders 
| | to 
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to every Creature, is a Comprehenſion of 
the richeſt Bleſſings that God can beſtow, 
and a delivrance from the greateſt Evils 
that Mankind can ſuffer, It contains in it 
all that can make the Nature of Man 
tet, or the State of his Life happy; and 
frees him from all that either doth or can 
render his Condition miſerable. Indeed the 
Bleſſings of it are great beyond all Imagi- 
nation. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
neither did enter into the Heart of Man, the 
Things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him, 1 Cor. xi. 9. For in the firſt Place, 
to be ſaved as Chriſt came to fave the 
World, is to have all our Sins forgiven; all 
our numberleſs Iniquities and Tranſpreſſions 
blotted out; all thoſe heavy Loads of Guilt, 
which oppreſſed our Souls, and might even 
juſtly ſink rhem into deſperation, quite re. 
moved from our Minds: Tis to be recon- 
Ciled to God, and reſtored to his Favour and 
Friendſhip : ſo that he ſhall be no longer a 
conſuming Fire ; no longer an angry, terri- 
ble, revenging God; but a moſt kind, com- 
paſſionate, and tender- hearted Father to us : 
Tis to be at peace with him, and at peace 
with our own Conſciences; and to have 
a Title to his peculiar Love and Care, and 
protection all the Days of our Lives —— 
* how ſhall we | eſcape, if we neglect ſo 
| great 
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great Salvation that Salvation, whereby 
we are deliverd from the Wrath to come; 
from that dreadful Vengeance which ſhall 
one Day overtake all the World : when the 
Heavens ſhall paſs away with a crackling 
Noiſe of Fire; and the Elements ſhall melt 
with fervent beat; the Earth alſo and all the 
Works that are therein ſhall be burnt up. 2 Pet. 
iii. 10. When the Lord ſhall deſcend from 
Heaven with a mighty ſhout, with ten thou- 
ſands of his Angels, to take vengeance in flam- 
ing Fire upon all ungodly Men for all the un- 
godly Deeds which they have unrighteouſly com- 
mitted, x Theſſ. iv. 16. 2 Theſſ. i. 8. Jude 15. 
When all Men both ſmall and great, dead 
and living, ſhall be ſummoned to appear 
before a dreadful and impartial Tribunal, 
and give an Account of all their Actions; 
when the greateſt and the moſt proſperous 
Sinners that the Sun ever ſhone upon, ſhall 
tremble and ſpeak and be confounded; and 
ſhou d think themſelves happy, if they cou'd 
hide themſelves in the Dens of the Mountains, 
when they ſhall ſay to the Rocks fall on us 
and cover us from the Face of him that ſitteth 
upon the Throne ; and from the Wrath of the 
Lamb, whoſe Salvation we have deſpiſed. I 
ſay, from this dreadful day of wrath, and all 
thoſe amazing Terrors that do attend it; 
and which are but the due Portion of them 

that 
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that do evil, doth this Salvation of Obriſt. * 


and that only, ſet us free. Nay not only 
thus ſet us free; but aſter a holy and a hea- 
venly, and: in ſoine meaſure a happy Life in 


this World, we ſhall through the Tame Sal. 
vation be tranſlated into a tate of endleſs 
Happineſs in another World; never to Die 
any more; never to' ſuffer the Uneaſineſſes 


and Infirmities of an Earthly Body any more; 
never to know Pain or Sickneſs, Grief and 


Sorrow, Labour and Wearineſs, Diſquiet or 
Vexation any more; But to live in perfect 
Eaſe and Peace; in perfect Freedom and 
Liberty, in a perfect Enjoyment of our ſelves, 
and the greateſt Good we can be partakers 


of, and that in the moſt perfect Way for 
ever and ever: It is to have our Bodies, that 


ſlept in the Duſt, raiſed again, and re. united 


to our Souls: But no longer groſs, earth- 


ly, corruptible Bodies; but ſpiritual, hea- 
venly, immortal Ones , faſhion'd like unto 


Chriſt's glorious Body, in the which he now 
ſits at the right Hand of God: It is to live 


in the City of the Great King, the Hea- 
venly Feraſlem, a Country of perpetual 


Light and Bliſs, where the Glory of the 
Lord doth fill the Place; and where every 
object, that preſents it ſelf, adds a new Beauty, 


and: contributes to the lactesfe of the De- 


light: It is to ſpend an Eternity in the moſt 
noble 
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noble and agreeable Employments; in view- 
ing and contemplating the wonderful Works 
of God, in admiring the wiſe Contrivances 
of his Providence in all Ages, in adoring 
his infinite Love to the Sons of Men, in 
reſſecting upon our own inexpreſſible Hap- 
pineſs, that ariſes from his Communication 
to us, and in ſinging everlaſting Hymos 
of Praiſe and Joy and Triumph to God 
and our Lord Jeſus, upon Account of all 
theſe Things: Tis to dwell for ever in a 
Place, where there are no Objects of Pity 
or Compaſſion, of Anger or Envy, of Hatred 
or Diſtruſt; every Perſon there being as hap- 
py as he deſires; and all increaſing the Hap- 
pineſs of one another, by their mutual Kind- 
neſſes and Endearments: Tis to converſe 
with the moſt delightful Company in the 
World, to be reſtored to the Society-of all 
our dear Friends and Relations, that died in 
the Faith of Chriſt, and to have an Ac- 
quaintance with all the great Souls, whoſe 
illuſtrious Vertues and Atchievements made 
them Famous in their Generations: In a 
Word, tis to be with Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
behold his Glory, and to live for ever itn 
ſeeing and enjoying the Great God, in 
whoſe Preſence is the ſulneſs of joy, and at whoſe 
right Hand there are Pleaſures for evermore. 
This is the Salvation which Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed 
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chaſed for us, and which is alone able to 
fatisfie the infinite thirſt our Souls have after 
happineſs: This is the Salvation that is of- 
ferd to all Mankind in the Goſpel, and there- 
fore great reaſon there is to cry out with 
the Apoſtle, Hom ſhall we eſcape, if we ne- 
glett ſo great Salvation? | 

Is it not then the extremeſt Stupidity in 
the World, not to cloſe with ſuch gracious 
Tenders? To be ſo in love with Sin and 
Miſery, to be ſo fond of Chains and Dark- 
neſs, as to deſpiſe theſe unſpeakable Bleſſings 
which Heaven holds forth to us? O Zleſſed 
God! that thou ſhould'ſt be fo rich in Mercy, 
ſo abundant in Kindneſs and Love, as to 
propoſe the moſt ineſtimable Treaſures of 
thy Grace and Favour to the Acceptance of 
every Humane Creature; and that yet, moſt 
of us ſhould be ſo fooliſh or ſo wretched, 
as to take little notice of them! — But we, 
ſhallow Things as we are, are bewitched 
with this prelent World. A few painted 
bubbles do fo hold our Eyes, that we cans 
not look up to thoſe glorious, unvaluable 
Gems, that are ſo fairly preſented before us. 
O the baſe degenerate Spirits of Mankind! 
that they ſhou'd be contented to lead the Life 
of Brutes (and it wou d be well if they cou'd 
die like them too) when it is in their Power 


to live like Angels and God himſelf! that they 
ſhou d 
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ſnou d with patience endure the Vaſſalage 
of the Devil, and a thouſand Luſts as impure 
and tyrannical as he, when they may en- 
joy the moſt glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
God / that they ſhou'd chuſe to ſpend their 
Days in Vanity and Emptineſs, in Folly and 
Miſery, in fanciful Satisfactions; but in real 
Care and Sorrow ; and after all this, reap 
nothing but Anguiſh- and Woe and Confu- 
ſion for ever: when they may both live 
happily here, God even in this World re- 
quiting them for all the pains and trouble 
they undergo for his fake; and in the World 
to come be the nobleſt, the moſt glorious 
Beings that Words can expreſs, or the Mind 
of Man conceive of. O if we wou d fit down, 
and give our ſelves leave calmly to ponder 
theſe Things, how would it be poſſible for 
us to lead ſuch Lives as many of us do 2 How 
would it be poſſible for us to live looſely and 
careleſly, without God, without any ſenſe 
of Religion, wholly minding the Gratifica- 
tion of our brutiſh or our worldly Inclina- 
tions? Theſe Arguments are of ſuch force, 
that it is hard for Humane Nature to ſtand 
out againſt them, if they be vigorouſly ap- 
plied to the Mind, If we did heartily be- 
lieve, and ſeriouſly conſider what the pre- 
ſent Liſe is, and what will come after; If 
we did ſedately weigh the infinite diſpro- 
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portion between a Moment and Eternity, 


and what a very trifle even the greateſt Buſi- 


neſſes, the greateſt Enjoyments, and the 


greateſt Sufferings in this World muſt needs 
be thought, in compariſon with that eter- 
nal weight of Glory, or that everlaſting 
ſhame and confuſion of face that will be 
hereafter : I fay, if we did in good earneſt 
attend to theſe Things, we cou'd ſcarce 
avoid the finding a ſtrange and ſpeedy al- 
teration in our ſelves; We ſhou'd perceive 
new thoughts, new deſires, new deſigns and 
reſolutions to ariſe in our Minds : We ſhou'd 
with the greateſt paſſion cry out, Let us 
* be happy in the next World, and then 
& let what will become of us in this ; Deal 


*« with us here, O Lord, as thou pleaſeſt, 


“ (ſcourge us, afflict us, puniſh us, diſpoſe 
it vs into what Circumſtances thou wilt, let 
us but reign with Chriſt hereafter, and 
we have enough. Were our Minds once 
ſeriouſly affected with theſe Things, all the 
great and the rich, and the gay Things of 


this World, which uſually carry ſuch ma-. 
gick in them, wou'd look fo contemptibly, 


as that we ſhou'd be amazed at our ſelves, 
ever to have had ſo little judgment, as 
once to have put the queſtion, Whether for 
their ſakes we ſhou'd looſe our Innocence, 
and the Peace of our Mind; and _ — 
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Title to the favour of God. O, with what 
noble Thoughts and Reſolutions wou'd the 
hopes of living for ever with our Lotd 
Jeſus in his Glory, inſpire us! How regulat 
would it make us in all our Converſation ? 
how diligent in the mortificarion of our Luſts 
and evil Habits * How ſtrict and ſolemn 
in the exerciſe of Devotion? How ſerious 
and conſtant in the profeſſion of Chriſt's Re- 
ligion? And how ſollicitous above all Things 
to keep a good Conſcience, and to do no- 
thing inconſiſtent with our Duty, for the 
ſerving any ends whatſoever. | 
This is the great Work; and as great is 
the encouragement, which God has given 
every. Chriſtian for ſetting about it; which 
will ſoon appear, if we do but confider, 1. 
The eaſfneſs of the terms upon which our 
future happineſs is offerd. 2. God's readi- 
neſs to accept even the greateſt Sinners that 
will ſet themſelves about it. 3. The great 
aſiſtances he doth afford for the obtaining of it. 
As to the yrſt, *tis true, when God pro- 
poſes ſuch Happineſs to us in the Goſpel, 
he dealeth with us as a Maſter doth with 
his Servants; we muſt do ſome work be- 
fore we have our wages : If indeed our 
happineſs can in any ſenſe be called Wages, 
and not rather the gratuitous Bounty of 
God; ſince there is no proportion at — 
K 2 e- 
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between the Work we do, and the Re. pr 
ward we receive for that Work. But ſome go 
Work we muſt do, and therefore we are me 
bid to work out our Salvation: Some Set-. or 
vices are to be performd on our parts, ſup 
otherwiſe we are not to expect to enter i. Pre 
to our Maſter's joy. — But then, ſo infinitely 
kind a Maſter we have, and ſo noble, ſo ratio 
nal, ſo ingenuous a Service he hath put up 
on us, that the very eafineſs of his Term 
will be one of the blackeſt Aggra vation 
of our baſeneſs and inexeuſable Guilt, ip 
reſuſing the Happineſs or Salvation that j 
tender'd to us in ſuch a Manner. Had 


been ſuch as are repreſented. in the Vth d 
Micah ; where. the Prophet brings in a Man 
ſpeaking after this manner; Wherewith ſhal 
I come before the Lord, and bow- my ſelf bt 
fore the moſt high. God > Will the Lord Wi 
pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or ten thay 
fand Rivers of Oil? or ſhall I give. my. ff 
Born for my Tranſgreſſion > the Fruit of m) 
Body for the Sin of my Soul 2 | ſay, if ths 
Terms of recommending our ſelves to G0 
had been ſuch as theſe, we had ſome res 
fon to complain of the Severity of them, 
and conſequently ſome excule tor our not 
being ſo forward in applying our ſelves t 
the obtaining that Salvation, which ws 


pre 
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promiſed upon them: They being neither 
good in themſelves, nor practicable to the 
moſt: For at this rate, none but very rich 
or very cruel hard- hearted Men cou'd be 
ſuppoſed to go to Heaven. But when, as the 
Prophet goes on, God hath commanded us 
only thoſe things that are good; And what doth 
the Lord require of us, but to do juſtly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with our God ? | 
fay, ſince this is our Cale, what excuſe can 
be made for that Man, that will not purchaſe 
everlaſting Happineſs at ſo eaſie a Price as this? 
Certain it is, that the Terms of our future Hap- 
pineſs, as they are propoſed by our Saviour, 
are made up of Duties which are in themſelves 
ſo agreeable to the Make and Frame of our 
Nature; do ſo highly tend to the Improvement 
and Perfection of our Faculties; nay and are 
© ſo needful to our Happineſs and well being 
in this World, that we muſt of neceſſity, if 


ve would not be miſerable, have impoſed 


them as a Law upon our ſelves, tho' God had 
not oblig'd us to them. And can it be ac- 
counted hard uſage in God, to promiſe eter- 
ol #4 Rewards to the doing of thoſe things, 
| which we ſhould have thought reaſonable 
to be done, tho' no ſuch Rewards had been 
promiſed? Are we not very hardly dealt with, 
of think you, to have all the Glories of Heaven 
© offer d to us upon ſuch Conditions as theſe ? 
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Hou is it poſſible to lay a ſurer Foundation 
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viz, that we will live up to the Dignity of 
our Natures; that we will lead the Life of 
Men and not of brute Creatures; and that we 
will endeavour in this World to make our 
being as happy as we can, by the Practice of 
Vertue and Righteouſneſs. And yet theſe are 
the Terms upon which God hath offer'd Sal- 
vation to Mankind in the Goſpel. O won» 
derful Severity! O heavy Burthens, not to 
be endur d upon our Shoulders! What ſhall 
we ſay to the Perverſeneſs of ſenſual Men 
The greateſt Pleaſures that are to be had on 
Earth, are ſo terrible to them, that for their 
ſakes they dare not caſt a Look towards the 
Happineſs of Heaven. Such ſelf-denying 
Creatures they are, that rather than be as 
happy as is poſſible in this World, they will 
venture eternal miſery in the World to come. 


for Eaſe and Peace, and the Enjoyment of 
our ſelves in all States and Conditions of Life, 
than to have a hearty ſenſe of God's Preſence 
and Goodneſs? To love him who is the moſt 
lovely Object in the World, to believe his 


Revelation who is Truth it ſelf : to depend 


upon him in all our Neceſſities, and rejoice 
continually in the Expreſſions of his Kind- 
neſs and Bounty to us; to procure to our 
ſelves as many Friends and as few Enemies as 
is poſſible, by being true and faithful and juſt 
. 5 | in 
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in our Dealings, and exerciſing Meekneſs and 
Charity and Kindneſs and Forgiveneſs to all 
Men; to live in a ſober and moderate Uſe 
of all the good Things of this Life; to keep 
our Paſſions and Appetites within ſuch 
bounds, as ſhall neither diſturb our Health, 
nor our Underſtandings, nor the Eaſe and 
Quiet of our Minds. In a Word, to govern 
our ſelves and all our Actions, by the Laws 
of the beſt and moſt prefect Reaſon. What, 
I ay, can be more natural or more delight- 
ful, or what can more contribute to a comfor- 
table and happy Life in this World, than the 
Practice of theſe Things ?- And yet theſe are 
the dreadful Burthens that Chriſt has laid up- 
on us, Theſe are the terrible Bugbears that 
fright us from endeavouring after that Ever- 
laſting Salvation, which he offers to us in 
the Goſpel. | 

| know it will be faid, that Repentance 
and Mortification and diſ-engaging our ſelves 
from vicious Habits, which is neceſſary to 
be done in order to Salvation, are not ſuch 
delightful Things; but are very uneaſie and 
troubleſome. I anſwer, ſo is Phyfick very 
troubleſome and uneaſie to a ſick Man, but 
when it has perform'd its Effects, then Health 
and Joy ſucceeds in the Place of it. But be- 
ſides, as the hardſhip of theſe Duties laſts but 
a very little while, fo even during the Time 
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it doth laſt, a Man's Life is much more eaſie 


and comfortable, than while he livd a ſlave 
to his Luſts, and was perpetually haunted 
with an evil Conſcience ; And this every 
Man in the World, that ever tried, muſt 
needs acknowledge. Religion, even when 
its Severities are the greateſt (which is at the 
entrance of it) yet yields more Peace and 
Happineſs and Satisfaction, than a Life that 
is led without it So that upon the Con- 
ſideration of the whole Matter, the Terms, 
upon which Chriſt has promiſed our future 
Happineſs, muſt be acknowledged ſo highly 
reaſonable, ſo extremely eaſie, that there will 
be no pretence or excuſe left for that Man, 
no poſlibility of his eſcaping, that doth ne- 
glect ſo great Salvation. 


2, Eſpecially if we conſider in the next 


Place, that eternal Happineſs is tender'd moſt 
ſeriouſly and afteCtionately to all ſorts of 
Men: None are excluded; no, not the great- 
eſt Sinners. How bad ſoever our Lives have 
formerly been; how much ſoever our Con- 
ſciences are oppreſſed with the Guilt of Sin, 


yet if we will cloſe with our Saviour's Terms 


(and very eaſie ones we have ſeen they are) 
he is ready to beſtow this Happineſs on us. 
This alſo is another Conſideration, which as 
it gives us the greateſt Encouragment to ſet 
about this Work, ſo it will make us appear 


ſtill 


— 
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ſtill more inexcuſable and unpitiable, if we 
do not. Tis a ſenſe of Guilt that oftentimes 


makes Men more guilty. Tis deſpair of Mer- 


cy, that often ſtops up the way to Amend- 


ment, and carries Men on to ſtill more wick- 
ed and deſperate Courſes. But to have hopes, 
nay to have aſſurance of Forgiveneſs .and 


Mercy, muſt needs ſure have quite other 


effects. For the great God to proclaim his 
general pardon to all his rebellious Creatures; 
nay, not only fo, but to intreat them, to be- 
ſeech them to accept of it, promiſing withal 
his Favour and eternal Life it they do : Sure 
this kind of Uſage is able to melt any ingenu- 


ous Mind into the moſt willing and hearty 


Submiſſion. Sure he muſt be a ſtrange kind 
of Creature, that is not won by ſo much 
Goodnels to lay aſide his Enmity againſt Hea- 
ven, and reconcile himſelf to his God, ſhall I 
ſay ? or to his tender-hearted Father. O my 
Brethren, to conſider the ſtrange, ſurpriz- 
ing, unexpected Mercy that is made over to 
Sinners in the Goſpel; how ought it to affect 


us? How ought it to arouſe the molt ſtupid, 


inſenſible Mortals, and inflame them with a 
deſire of returning to their gracious God, 
from whom they have ſo long wander'd in 
the mazes of Folly and Sin. Tis not only 
the Righteous and Innocent, that ſhall have 
benefit by the Blood of Chriſt ; Thoſe that 
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through a good Education and a vertuous Dif- 
poſition have in a great meaſure eſcaped the 
pollutions of the World, and have all their 
Lives long given up themſelves to the Service 
of Feſus Chriſt; J ſay, it is not to theſe only, 
that the Mercies of the Goſpel are extended 
(tho of all others theſe are the moſt happy 
People) but the Gate is open even to the pro- 
digal Children, thoſe that have waſted all their 
Father's Subſtance in lewdneſs and riotous Liv- 
ing: Even theſe the Father is ready to receive 
with open Arms, if they can but have the 
heart to return to him. O harken to this 
and conſider it, all you that have hitherto 
lived looſely and careleſly ; that have never 
minded God and his Religion, but have pur- 
ſu'd a courſe of Vice, and Senſuality and Wick- 
edneſs, all your Lives long; that have given 
the reins to your brutiſh Paſſions and Appe- 
tites, and have with a high hand affronted 
and provoked the Majeſty of Heaven and 
Earth by your repeated Tranſgreſſions: Yet 
as bad as you are; as loudly as your Sins do 
cry to Heaven for Vengeance, your Caſe is 

not deſperate, if you can repent. Deſperate 
did I fay ? The Gate of Mercy is open to you, 
the great God waits for you, and is ready to 
receive'and embrace you. Chriſt Jeſus ſhed 
his Blood for you, even for you, and begs and 


iatreats jou to come and partake of the Bene- 
1 fits 
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fits thereof. The Angels of God do wiſh for 
your Converſion, and there will be joy in 


Heaven at the news of it. And all this, we 


that are the Miniſter's of Chriſt's Goſpel have 
authority from him to publiſh and declare to 
you: and therefore we do beſeech you in Chriſt's 
ſtead, that you would be reconciled unto God. 
"Tis not yet too late; you may be yet ever- 
laſtingly happy, if you will conſider and turn: 
Waſh you, make you clean (ſays God by his 
Prophet) put away the Evil of your doings from 
before my Eyes ; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do 
wel: And then tho your Sins be as ſcarlet, they 
fall be as white as ſnow; tho they be red like 
Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool, Thi. xvi. 18. 


And O] will it not be a ſtinging Conſideration 


one day, to think of the greatneſs of that 
Mercy that you do now reject? To think how 
often God hath called you, but you refuſed: How 


often he ſtretched forth his hand, to have kept 


you from that deſtruction you were ſo eager- 
ly purſuing, but you did not regard him: How 
often he woud have gather d you to him, as a 
Hen gathereth her Chickens under her Wings, 
But ye would not. Then will you fadly wiſh, 
that you had in this your day underſtood the things 
that belong to your Peace: But it will be too 
hte, they will then be hid from your Eyes. 


' To Conclude, Our neglect in this great 


buſineſs of Religion appears ſtill more crimi- 
« nal 
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nal and inexcuſable, if we conſider the encou- 
ragment we have to ſet about ir, upon ac- 
count of the great aſſiſtances that God is rea- 
dy to afford us for the obtaining of our eter- 
nal Happineſs. Let not the ſenſual and care- 
leſs Sinner fetch Apologies for his neglect, in 
objecting the want of ſtrength and ability 
to go through the Duties of Religion — We 
have already feen in the former part of this 
Diſcourſe, how weak thoſe excuſes are which 
are generally made in this matter ; and to that 
let me add, that Chriſt has by no means left 
us to work out our Salvation entirely by our 
own Strength. Do but caſt your Eyes up- 
wards, and look at the mighty ſuecours which 
Chriſt Jeſus holds forth to you; and you will 
confeſs, that were thoſe weakneſſes you com- 
plain of, thoſe difficulties you have to con- 
flict with, much more conſiderable than they 
are, yet they are not to be accounted of, they 
are not to be named, being ſo exceedingly 
overballagc'd by thoſe divine Powers. and Aids 
which God will derive. upon you, if you will 
ſeriouſly engage in this Work; God hath 
promiſed, that he will never leave you, nor 
forſake you Heb. xiii. 5. and you are aſſur d 
by his Apoſtle, that greater is he, that wu in 
you, than be that i in the World. 1 John iv. 
. Chriſt Jeſus has not only purchaſed a 
Ew for you, and taught you the way 
to 
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to arrive to it, but he hath purchaſed the 
Holy Spirit to be your continual Aſſiſtant in 
your way thither. He hath not only ſet 
you a glorious Example, and bid you to follow 
him, but he hath ſent down the Holy Ghoſt, 
as his Vice-gerent upon Earth, to conduct 
you to that bleſſed Place where he is. You 
have the Grace and the Preſence of the liv- 
ing God always ready at hand, if you ſeri- 
ouſly Pray for it, to ſtrengthen your Weak- 
neſſes, to aſſiſt your Endeavours, to enlighten 
your Minds, to fortifie your Wills, to excite 
your Affections, to ſupport you under all 
Temptations, and in a Word, to fight all 
the Lord's Battels with you; provided you 
be fincere and honeſ?, in the proſecution of 
that glorious Warfare, which God hath cal: 
led you out into. 


